PVIC - Sunday Service – 09/03/2017
Tactics of the devil – Conclusion
Knowing Christ, and Knowing who we are
“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ … may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I also pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened (to see what you have in Christ Jesus) …” Eph. 1:17-23
Introduction
During the last several weeks, 4 months to be exact, we’ve been discussing and studying a very informative and eye-opening sermon series – “Tactics of the devil!”  If you’ve been listening to these series and make note of it in your heart, I’m sure you would surely be benefitted! In fact, what persuaded me to devote some time on this subject was the statement of Saint Paul in 2 Cor. 2:11 ‘do not let the devil outsmart you, for we know his tactics.’ There are several truths hidden in this statement: 1) If you let the devil, he’ll outsmart you; 2) If you do not let him, he could not outsmart you – it’s your choice, whether to let him or not; 3) the way to stop him from outsmarting you is by knowing his tactics; 4) It is not one tactic, but several tactics; 5) Notice the word, ‘outsmart’, not ‘overpower’, meaning, the devil’s battle is in the area of knowledge, wisdom, understanding – not in any other area! 6) Finally, the word ‘outsmart’ and the instruction ‘do not’ implies the fact that you’ve attained or the possibility of attaining more wisdom and knowledge than the enemy – the devil; he is looking for the opportunity to outsmart you! I believe, just this simple instruction itself - ‘do not let the devil outsmart you, for we know his tactics’ reveals our position, our place in God and calls for a worship! Can we praise God this morning!!! 
In his statement, ‘for we know his tactics’ Paul is assuming that every Christian knows the tactics of the enemy by virtue of being a Christian! That is right – we know his tactics by being a Christian for however months or years we have been in faith! However, it is possible that we could be caught by surprise and outsmarted by the enemy at the weakest moments of our lives! That is the reason why we tried to identify as many tactics as possible for the last 4 months. I hope between all of us we might be able to recall all those we discussed here: 1) Blindness or ignorance; 2) Discouragement; 3) Deception; 4) Seduction; 5) Distraction; 6) Division; 7) Dissociation; 8) Displacement; 9) Fear, Guilt and Shame; 10) Pride; 11) False Doctrine; 12) Indifference
Recognizing our identity and taking our place  
I want to conclude this series this morning with the prayer of Sant Paul in Eph. 1:17-23, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ … may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I also pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened (to see what you have in Christ Jesus) …” In this passionate and truly revealing prayer starting with verse 17 and ending in verse 23, what Paul is praying for is one thing, one very important need, that is ‘wisdom, revelation, enlightenment, understanding, or in other words, knowledge’; knowledge of two things: 1) knowledge of Christ – knowing him better; and 2) all that he has accomplished for us and is hidden in him.  
Knowledge of Christ:


In fact, that has been Paul’s prayer for himself. He prays that prayer in his letter to the Philippians chapter 3, verse 10, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection …” Paul realized that ‘knowing Christ’ is not a detached process from life itself. For Paul, knowing Christ more means bringing closer to his purpose in this world – the fullness of life that Christ offered to him; because he knew that Christ is the mystery of God and it is in him that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden! (Col. 2:2-3) It is the knowledge of Christ – the good news – the gospel – what Christ has done for us is what transformed us from who were before to where we are now! It is nothing else that you or I, or anyone else has done – simply the knowledge of Christ and what he has done for us! 
Yet, that is only a fundamental, preliminary knowledge! There is much more to know of him! That is the reason why Paul almost at the end of his life and 30 years of ministry of preaching and teaching about Christ prays, “I want to know Christ”. It is the knowledge of Christ that enables us to grow and mature to the full measure of Christ! When we come to Christ, Christ is only born in us. Just as we grow physically from babies to children, to youngsters to adults, we grow spiritually too! In fact, our spiritual growth does not stop until we become like Christ himself – which is finally when we see him! Paul says in Philippians 3:21 that our lowly bodies will be transformed and conformed to his glorious bodies! John the Apostle wrote, “We know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, as we see him as he is.” (1 Jn. 3:2). The key to our spiritual birth, to our growth, and to our full maturity is the knowledge of Christ – knowing Christ! 
Knowledge of what Christ has accomplished for us:


What Christ has accomplished for us is described so colorfully in Col. 2:13-15 (Read and explain) Most fundamentally, what Christ did on the Cross brought us reconciliation with our heavenly Father and restored us into the family of God. Unless we know this truth and believe it, we will not benefit from what the Lord has done for us. However, it was only the beginning of what the Lord had done for us. There is more. But many Christians do not endeavor to know more than the salvation part of our Christian life.  That is the reason why Paul prays for the believers in Eph. 1:18-23. (Read and explain) Through Christ Jesus we have been given 1) a hope of a rich and glorious inheritance in heaven; 2) incomparably great power if we believe, while we are in this world; 3) and authority over powers, dominions and everything else in this age and also in the age to come. Although this is what the Lord has accomplished for His Church, we will access it only through knowledge.  That is the reason why Paul prays, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order to know these things.   
Conclusion  

When the Holy Spirit prepares the Church for a Spiritual Warfare in Eph. 6:10-18, we read in verse 13, “Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground after you’ve done everything to stand.” The instruction is not to put on the whole armor of God and fight the battle, but to put on the whole armor and stand the ground! We don’t need to fight the battle – it has been fought and won – matter of fact, ‘the devil has been made a public spectacle by triumphing over the powers and the authorities by the Cross.” What we need is a clear knowledge of what Christ has done for us and beginning to live in that victory! Every weapon described in that passage reminds and confirms us of everything Christ has done and how he defeated the enemy. It is the full knowledge of His victory and our joining in his victory that gives us power over the enemy! 

With the knowledge of Christ and with the knowledge of what Christ has done for us, we will outsmart the enemy every time! On the other hand, if we do not have an experiential knowledge of Christ, and the knowledge of the future hope we’ve in Christ Jesus the enemy will continue to outsmart us and will continue to have victory in our personal and family lives! 
____________ 
