PVIC - Sunday Service - 08/27/2017
Tactics of the devil – False Teachings (Transcript)
False Teachings will tear you apart
“…I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves and the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know, after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth, in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.” Acts 20:26-31
Introduction
Praise God for another wonderful Sunday that the Lord gave us the opportunity to worship him, praise and to hear his counsel. This morning, I want to share with you another effective tactic the enemy has been using particularly in the church, among Christian believers in a massive level, which is ‘False Teachings.’ 
The tactic of False Teachings

I know most of you’ll agree that we are living in an age of tolerance – in all areas of our lives! Compared to a decade ago, we have become more tolerant, whether it is culture, religion, race, class or other! As a servant of God, in a general sense I would also encourage tolerance! However, when it comes to the doctrines or teachings of the Bible, we could not be compromising or tolerating any deviation from the truth! I know, you might be thinking, ‘who could say, who is right?’ Good question!  The basis of our belief should be the Scripture – nothing less; and, nothing more! Any teaching that is deviating from the Scripture should be considered, ‘false teaching’! I’m not talking about someone’s wrong or insufficient understanding of certain scriptural portion or even a doctrine! The truth is, none of us are perfect – and none of our understanding is sufficient and completely accurate! We learn every day and we grow every day! The false teaching that I’m talking about is the intentional deviation from the clearly known truth in the scripture for personal benefit, to create their own following, to discredit the established teachings, or simply to be different! Although it is always an individual or a group of individuals who take the stand with such teachings, the truth is, it is the devil who is the master mind behind all false teachings! Saint John gives a strong warning to the New Testament Church in 1 Jn. 4:1-3 (Read and explain)
How serious is the issue of False Teaching? 
Out of many tactics, False teaching has been one of the most effective tactic for the devil from the very beginning. In Gen. 3:4 God declared to the man and his wife he created, that if they eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge they would die. A clear instruction – teaching, doctrine from God. However, the devil comes along and gives them a different counsel, that they will not die; instead they’ll receive wisdom! It sounded good to them, and they received the false teaching over the right teaching. The result was death – immediately spiritual, and later on physical death! The devil accomplished greatly with this tactic in the garden; therefore, he continued it throughout the human history to this day! We can see the devil approaching even Jesus in Mt. chapter 4 at the end of his 40 days fasting, and as he was getting ready for his powerful mission in the world. Devil used the Scripture, but taking out of context and using it against God’s purpose, but for his benefit! That is exactly what the devil has been doing through False teachers in every generation even to this day.  Jesus himself warned us about the false teachers numerous times: in Mt. 7:15 he said, “watch out for the false prophets who come to you in sheep clothing, but inwardly are voracious wolves.” In Mt. 24:4 it is recorded that Jesus said, “see to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I’m the Christ’ and they’ll mislead many.”      

I’ve read in an article that was written many years ago about a group of seminary students who were given an assignment at the beginning of their semester. They were to systematically go through the whole New Testament to categorize every area of truth and determine how many times each area is addressed. The goal was to find one truth emphasized more than any other in the New Testament. When they completed the project, they were amazed to see that the warning against false doctrine is emphasized more than any other issue – even more than love, unity or holiness! 
The passage I read this morning was part of Saint Paul’s very emotional - heartfelt farewell speech he gave to the elders of the church of Ephesus. Let’s look at the seriousness of his statements there once again: “…I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves and the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know, after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth, in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.” (Explain) 


In fact, Apostle Peter devoted most of his second letter (2 Peter) to warn against the false teachers. Jude devoted his entire letter for this theme. John in his letters repeatedly warns against the false teachers. During the New Testament times, there were many false teachings that prevailed such as ‘the non-Jewish Christians also need to practice the Jewish law and the rituals to be saved; the teaching pertaining to the hope of the believers that there is no resurrection for the dead and so on! We also can find how Paul refutes all such false teachings pointing to Christ, his teachings and what he accomplished on the Cross as the ultimate answer! However, false teaching did not end with the early Christianity! It keeps coming even to this day. To make it for specific let me point out a couple of them: 
1) The false teaching that ‘Salvation is by grace plus works.’ Some of the most prominent denominations who believe this teaching are, Roman Catholics, Orthodox church, Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Church of Christ.  Scripture teaches very clearly that Salvation is by Grace alone; and not by works.  Rom. 4:1-6; Eph. 2:8-10. In fact, Scripture warns clearly in Rom. 11:6 that the grace and works could not be mixed together – one will invalidate the other!
2) The False teaching that Jesus is not God, just the Son of God. Jehovah’s Witnesses is at the fore front with this teaching. Scripture teaches very clearly that Jesus is God. Prophet Isiah calls him God in Is. 7:14; 9:6. Jesus called himself God in Jn. 8:58; 10:30-33; Rev. 1:8. God the Father called Jesus God in Heb. 1:8-10. 
3) False teaching that God is not a Trinity. Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses is at the fore front with this teaching. The word Trinity is not in the Bible, but the teaching of trinity is clearly there. Look at Jn. 14:16, 26; 16:7-15; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Jn. 5:6-10.
There are many other false teachings that I can point out and show you why they are false based on the Scripture.  To sum up all such false teachings, especially what is most relevant to what we witness in our generation today, we can look at what Paul describes in 2 Tim. 4:3-4: “For there will be a time when people will not tolerate sound teaching. But wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” Isn’t that what we see today? (Explain) If you turn on the television, you can hear many preachers skilled in tickling the ears of their audience. If your interest or need is ‘healing’ you can pick the preacher who does just that. If it is, prosperity there are many whose whole ministry is all about financial prosperity. Then there are some, focused on ‘motivating’ – just lift you up! Besides, who wants to hear that your life style is wrong and God wants you to change your ways! There are some others focused on ‘break through’ whatever it is, they will offer breakthrough for a small donation! This is what Paul talks about ‘people wanting to have their ears tickled’ turning away from the sound teachings, such as repentance, need to be born again, need to be led by the Spirit and not by the flesh, putting our minds on above, not on the earthly things; and the hope we have in Christ! 

What are the consequences or ramifications of false teaching? 
First, it leads to ungodly behavior and life style. Secondly, it leads a believer stray, straying away from the path and eventually destroys everything God has purposed for him or her. Thirdly, false teaching brings division among the believers and affects the unity in the church. Fourthly, instead of being useful for the kingdom, false teaching makes the believers not only useless, but obstruction and even destructive to the work of the kingdom. 
How do we overcome?


First, be aware and make aware of its continued threat in the church and even outside the church. 2 Pet. 1:12-15. Second, be grounded and established in the truth. Col. 2:6-7.  Third, avoid false teachers and teachings. Rom. 16:17. Fourth, test all teachings according to the standards of the Scripture. 2 The. 3:4-6. 
Conclusion

While False teaching is a reality and it is the tactic of the enemy, we the children of God need to remember that we are not saved by a myth, story, ideology or a philosophy, but by the ‘truth’ the truth of God, that Jesus Christ, who declared himself as truth! In John 17:17, Jesus prayed for us, ‘sanctify them by the truth; your word is the truth’! Let me close with a statement from J. C. Rylie, “the three things there are which men never ought to trifle with – a little poison, a little false doctrine, and a little sin.” 
__________
