PVIC - Sunday Service - 07/09/2017
Tactics of the devil – Disassociation (Transcript) 
Dissociation makes it easy for the Enemy
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas 
“…Your enemy, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour…” 

1 Pet. 5:8  
Introduction

This morning I want to discuss another tactic the enemy uses quite successfully as a follow up of the tactic we discussed last week, (division), that is, ‘Dissociation.’ The word meaning of dissociation is separation, isolation, disconnection, distancing or disengagement. In science, dissociation is a process by which a substance is separated into two or more simpler substances. In psychiatry, dissociation means, the separation of a group of mental processes or ideas from the rest of the personality, so that they lead an independent existence, as in cases of multiple personality.  In Biblical context, dissociation happens when a Christian distance himself from the body of Christ.  It leads to spiritual unfruitfulness and eventual death.  Jesus said, “No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.” Jn. 15:4. Christ is the vine in which all believers abide and dissociation of any one of us from the vine (body of Christ) is unnatural to our very identity and unhealthy to our existence just as it is the case of dissociation in science or psychiatry!        
Tactic of Dissociation

Devil knows how effective is dissociation and he uses this tactic in order to weaken and to destroy Christians.  If you watch the history channel you might have come across the Wild life Program.  When the lion wants to catch a deer or any other animals that go in herds, what he does is chases them with his fierce strength, speed and roaring sound. As soon as one of them chooses to dissociate from the herd and begins to run alone the lion will leave the herd and go after the loner. Once the lion gets his prey dissociated, he knows that he got him.  This is the tactic enemy uses quite successfully to destroy many Christians.  Peter gives this analogy in his first letter, chapter 5, verse 8, “…Your enemy, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour…” The devil is prowling around like a lion looking for someone! He does not just come out and attack the Christians, he is looking for the vulnerability which is evident when he or she is dissociated or isolated from the rest of the body of Christ. 


First, he brings division between the believer and God, division within himself, sometimes in the family, and other times in the church. When the enemy is involved, we don’t need any serious reason – almost anything could be a serious reason! Once he manages to bring division, the next step is dissociation! Once you’re dissociated, he knows that he got you and you’re at the mercy of the devil!

Dissociation is natural, Association is super-natural

The truth is, it is natural for the sinful human beings to be isolated and unaccountable, because of our selfish and self-centered nature! That is who we are in our original nature. The German philosopher Schopenhauer compared the human race to a bunch of porcupines huddling together on a cold winter’s night. He said, "The colder it gets outside, the more we huddle together for warmth; but the closer we get to one another, the more we hurt one another with our sharp quills. And in the lonely night of earth’s winter eventually we begin to drift apart and wander out on our own and freeze to death in our loneliness." 

However, having been transformed by Christ, true Christians would challenge the analysis of Schopenhauer.  Yes, we’re like a bunch of porcupines with sharp quills. However, because we’ve Christ inside of us when we huddle each other to escape from this cold world, our sharp quills will be softened by the warmth inside of us and will give comfort and strength to each other! However, we realize that it is a process! That is the very reason why the enemy fights the fellowship and association of the believers.  Dissociation is natural, but association is supernatural!

Association Strengthens the believer and one another

Every analogy that the Holy Spirit has used in the Bible to describe the Church is to emphasize the unity through association and fellowship. The most popular analogy is the body of Christ in 1 Cor.12:27, “Now, you’re the body of Christ and each one of you is a part. Think about the survival and existence of any part of the body apart from the body! Associated effort of every member is what the makes the body function and strengthened! On the other hand, dissociation any single part would make the body suffer, and the member die! 

Another important analogy given in the Scripture is of the building in Eph. 2:19-21: “…members of the household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, as Christ Jesus himself as the chief corner stone…” It is the right placing of each of the stone in the building is what makes the building strong and look good. On the other hand, imagine any particular being apart from that beautiful building – how uch would it affect the strength and appearance of the building; and what value does that separated stone would apart from the building? Dissociation will make us worthless!
That is the reason why the Holy Spirit admonishes us in Hebrew 10:24-25 like this: “let’s consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let’s not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
John Bunyan has portrayed this so powerfully in his writing, the famous “Pilgrims Progress.’  As Christian was going along the extremely narrow pathway, with a deep ditch on one side and a dangerous quag upon the other, he came to a stand, and he had half a thought to go back; and then again, he thought he might be half-way through the valley already; so he resolved to go on. And while he pondered and mused, he heard the voice of a man going before him, saying, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I’ll fear no evil, for thou are with me.” Then he was glad that there was another one who feared God as he himself was. So he went on, called to him who was before him; and that changed the rest of his journey.’ “let’s consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let’s not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” This is the reason why we need to strengthen the Fellowship part of our ministry as well as the Small Group fellowship. I thank God that we have a strong emphasis for fellowship in our church!
Conclusion  

Let me close by asking you ‘what is that the devil telling you as he is roaring against you’? Is he threatening you with insecurity? Is he threatening you with fear? Uncertainty of your tomorrow? Doubts? Loneliness? Or, is he offering you something God could not give you? Is he offering you something faster and sooner than what God can give you?  First of all, let me tell you like I told you last week, the devil does not have anything to give you, other than disappointment, misery and eventually, death! He only takes things away from you! 
As far as what he can do against you, I want to tell you this morning, he cannot do anything to you. You do not have to be afraid.  As long as you stay with Christ and remain in his body, the devil can prowl, and roar and do all kinds of things, but he cannot do anything to you! His tactic is to divide you and dissociate you from, so that he can do his thing on you. Let me say this to you as I close: For one of his children, that you and I, to be given up to his adversary, Christ himself must be defeated; the glory of his Cross must be dimmed; the Crown of his sovereignty must be snatched from his head! As long as it is impossible, my brothers and sisters, you could not be snatched or destroyed! But the counsel is to stay together, associate together and fellowship together and encourage one another! Lord be with you!
___________
