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“…the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.” Gen. 3:23; “…your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not hear.” Is. 59:2. 
Tactic of Division

This morning I want to share with you a tactic that the enemy has successfully applied from the very beginning of God human relationship and in human relationships. It is the tactic of Division! I want to discuss the tactic of division that the enemy uses in 4 important levels of our lives:  
1. Division with God
When we read Gen. 1:28, God blesses the man he created and gives him charge over all his creations; in verse 31 we read, ‘God saw all that he had made, including man and said, it was very good! In chapter 3:8 we see God walking in the garden in the cool of the day expecting to join with his protégé and spend some time in fellowship! Indication of a great relationship! However, when it comes to chapter 3:23, we read, “…the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.” What happened between these 3 chapters? The answer is, the devil – the devil happened! He managed to bring a division between God and man – his favorite creation! How did he do it?  It is through sin he brings separation! 
He has not stopped this tactic of division with his major accomplishment in the garden of Eden. He still continues it to this day. The good news is, in spite of this separation God has been giving mankind the opportunities to reconcile with him. In his frustration, God speaks to the people of Israel, whom he chose to be his emissary, his delegates to reach out to the whole world through his Prophet, Isaiah: “…your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not hear.” Is. 59:2. Here, we can hear the deep desire, longing of God to once again fellowship with man and to commune with him! What God saying is this: ‘I want to fellowship with you, I want to hear your voice, your prayers and I want to answer you and bless you; however, I cannot deal with you, as long as you live in sin – it is your sin that separated you from me once, and it is still sin that the devil uses to bring separation and division between us I could not hear even your most intimate prayers! We read in John 9:31 “God does not listen to sinners!

2. Division within Ourselves


The division with God has created a major issue of division within ourselves! Before sin entered the human heart, we were single minded – there was no conflict within ourselves! Today, the greatest conflict is within ourselves! Our mind is a battleground! There are numerous thoughts of good, noble, creative things on one side! But on the other side, there are all the evil, sinful, destructive, lustful, revengeful, angry, unforgiving thoughts on the other side! This is what Paul describes in Romans chapter 7: ‘…when I want to do good, evil is right there with me …” (Rom. 7:21-23) The separation from God does not just affect our worship and relationship with God, but the choices we make and the consequences we face in this life! Holy Spirit tells us in James 1:8 that the ‘double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” I would say, the right interpretation is not double minded, but divided minded! Before sin, man was single minded; sin brought division within ourselves that we’re so unstable that we could not be productive or efficient as God purposed us to be. 
3. Division within the Family


When we read Gen. chapter 3:12, as Adam was questioned of his wrong doing, we see that he right away points his finger to his wife, ‘the woman you put here with me made me do it’ the woman whom once he called, ‘the bone of my bones and the flesh of my flesh.’ The devil managed to bring division between God, and between two people who loved each other so intimately! When God unites them in marriage, God’s own pronouncement was, ‘they’ll no longer be separate, but one!’ Marriage is the first institution that God himself established. Therefore, the enemy has been putting his best effort to destroy marriages and families. How he does is through bringing division!  
4. Division within the church


 The second institution that God established is the Church. In Mt. 16:18 Jesus said, ‘I’ll build my Church and gates of Hades will not overcome it.” It is Jesus who made the church. And we know, that is the reason why the enemy has been relentlessly attaching the church from its inception.  His major tactic against the church is also division.  He has brought division in the church through the differences in theology, doctrines, traditions and practices from different interpretations and understandings of the Scripture. When we read the New Testament, whether it was in Jerusalem, Antioch or Rome, it was only one Church! But today, nobody knows, how many denominations and fragmentations within the Christian Church! 
Reconciliation

I believe, it was Richard Foster who wrote, ‘wherever there is division, whether it is between God and man, or between husband and wife, or within the church, there is an element of sin.’ In fact, sin is the tool that the devil uses to bring division! I thank God for his Wisdom that he chose to solve the problem of division through providing antidote for sin! Because it is sin that caused the division with God in the first place! As we read in Rom. 5:10, ‘…while we were enemies to God, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, Jesus Christ…” When Jesus died on the Cross as a substitutionary for our behalf, our sins were removed and we have been reconciled to God. We read in 2 Cor. 5:17-20, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ Jesus …(read) When you accept the salvation through Jesus Christ, you’ve been reconciled to God. Since division with God is the cause of all other divisions in our lives, such as the division within ourselves, division within the family, church and in any other levels, reconciliation with God is the beginning of resolving all divisions! Once we’re reconciled with God, we need to reconcile in the specific area of division! In other words, if you are a Christian, and still there is a division in areas of your life, you need to check your relationship with God. A clear relationship with God will build a clear relationship in all areas of your life!   
Conclusion  

Can we stand up in the presence of God! If you’ve never accepted the salvation through Jesus Christ, I want to invite you to accept the Lord now that you’ll be reconciled to God and the division with God will be removed! You’ll be making peace with God through what Jesus did on the Cross on your behalf! 

If you’ve accepted the salvation before, however, if you are taunted by the conflict within yourself, or, the ongoing conflict with one another within your family or any other person that you know, I want to encourage you to reconcile with God again – the enemy has been applying his tactic of division in your life! Would you seriously pray, ‘Lord, I want to reconcile with you – as I read in Eph. 2:13, ‘bring me closer to you through the blood of Jesus’ that I can restore all my relationships!
__________
