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Tactics of the devil - Displacement
Displacement leads to Wrong Decisions

Dr. V. A. Thomas
“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to eye and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.” Gen. 3:6 
Introduction
I want to continue with the current series, ‘The tactics of the Enemy. So far, we’ve heard some great insights about the subtle and masquerading ways the enemy entraps and enslaves even the ery elects of God, such as, ‘Blindness, Discontentment, Fear, Deception and Discouragement! I hope and believe, you’ve been receiving these revelations with utmost seriousness and are coming to the place of awareness as it was the case of the church of Corinth, ‘we’re not unaware of his tactics that he might not outwit us.” (2 Cor. 2:11) This morning I want to expose an extremely powerful tactic that the enemy has been using quite successfully on Christians, even on the very seasoned and matured ones, ‘Displacement’!

Physical Displacement

Couple of weeks ago, as I was driving and listening to the radio station, KYW, I heard that a group of very experienced mountain climbers who were on their way to the very top of Mount Everest died very close to their destination . As many of you know, Mount Everest is on the northern boarder of India, the highest mountain in the world with 29,035 feet. The records show that 1 out of every 10 individuals who attempt to conquer this mountain die.  So many die out of fatigue, accidental fall, injury, extreme weather, avalanche, altitude-related illness and so on every year.  Death among the mountain climbers on Mount Everest is not a shocking news. However, what was noticeable in the death of these small team of climbers that I was listening on the radio was the cause of their death.  They died out of carbon monoxide inhalation.  In order to keep them warm they had set a small fire pit inside their tent and they went to sleep but they never came out of that sleep.  The question was, being such an experienced mountain climbers who have been doing this for such a long time, why did they do such a fatal mistake? The answer one expert gave was this: ‘in such a high altitude, the oxygen supply is very limited and even the well experienced climbers will experience loss of coordination and confusion, resulting in impairment of judgment! When I heard that explanation, the one word came to mind was, ‘displacement!’  If they were in a place where there was proper oxygen supply, they would not have made such a poor judgement that would cost their lives! I’m not questioning the adventure and the thrill of mountain climbing, but pointing out the fact that it was the ‘place’ where they chose to be that made them make such a poor judgement!  They were physically displaced!
In fact, this is the oldest tactic that the devil has been using very effectively on all different levels of people throughout the ages.  In Genesis chapter 3, just before the fall of man, we find them displaced – instead of being anywhere else in the garden, we find them right under the forbidden tree! This is what we read in verse 6, “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to eye and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.” I did some study on the size of the garden of Eden.  Unfortunately, I’m not comfortable to give you a square mileage or any specific area of the garden.  However, I can tell you, it was a large garden, large enough to have four major rivers originating and running through.  It was large enough to have all that animals God created to live comfortably – they all came before Adam to be named! There are numerous reasons to believe that it was an extremely large garden.  However, we find them right under the forbidden tree – one tree out of all those trees – one tree that would cause their death! From that passage we read, we can reasonably conclude that they were standing close enough to look at the fruit and admire its beauty and benefits; and close enough to grab it and to eat it! Before the real sin of disobedience, the devil had them displaced - lead them close enough to the place where it would be harder to resist and easier to justify! In other words, if the devil had tried to entice them with his proposition at any other part of the garden, he wouldn’t have been successful! First, he displaced them where their sense of judgment would be impaired and confused, and then he tempted them. The result was their fatal loss everything God had for them. 
Unfortunately, he continues to use this tactic among the children of God throughout time – even today! He knows each of our weaknesses; and he also knows the fact that you’ve made a commitment to God and is trying to live victorious over those things that used to take over our lives and even made you slaves once! Therefore, instead of tempting you directly with those things, he simply leads you to that place, or people for simply a casual, innocent meeting, dinner or window shopping! He simply places you in that place of vulnerability where you would naturally loose your sense of proper judgement and even reason! All the devil does is displacement, you’re the one who loses the control and end up making the wrong choices! How do we overcome this tactic of displacement? Before allowing ourselves to be in a place or a relationship or even in someone’s company that we know would make us vulnerable, we must ask ourselves the question that Saint Paul asked the church of Corinth in 2 Cor. 6:14, “…what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or, what fellowship can light have with righteousness?” I’ve been brought out of darkness into the marvelous light; why should I put myself in such a place of vulnerability? 
Emotional Displacement

The devil knows that he does not have to necessarily displace you physically to cause you to sin and to defeat you again.  He is very tactful in playing with your emotions as well.  In fact, most of the physical displacement is the result of emotional displacement.  All he needs to do is to bring a small negative thought, a minor discouragement, a sinful thought either through what you hear from others, or what you see on television, or the memory of an incident in the past.  into you mind.  He has already accomplished to displace you emotionally – placed you in a place where you shouldn’t be emotionally. He knows, you’re going to fail, because you’re at a place where your judgment would be impaired and unable to be discrete! That is the reason why the Holy Spirit instructs us in 2 Cor. 10:5 to ‘take captive of every thought to make it obedient to Christ.’ If we are able to submit our emotions and even the thoughts that come through our minds to Christ and rebuke the enemy who is attempting to displace our emotions before we’re displaced, we will not end up failing, but succeed! 
Spiritual Displacement

In the book of Numbers, we find a prophet in Israel, by the name, Balaam. He was offered an attractive bribe by the king of Moab, named, Balak to curse the people of Israel. Because, Balak, the king of Moab knew that the people of Israel is victorious because God’s blessing was on them. The prophet Balaam tried to curse the people 5 different times from 5 different places, hoping that God would allow him to curse at least some part of the people. Realizing the fact that God would not curse his people, because they were committed to him, he gave the king of Moab a shrewd counsel. The counsel was to let the Moabite people mingle with the Israelites and have them given in marriage to each other and bring their gods to the camp of Israel and their form of worship to the people of Israel. When the people of Israel lose their devotion to God, they will be cursed and then the Moabites could defeat them.  This is a clear example of spiritual displacement!  
When the devil realized that he lost the battle with Jesus on the Cross, his next tactic was confusing the followers of Christ by distorting the teachings of Christ. He has accomplished tremendously by confusing many early church leaders with non-biblical teachings, dogmas and rituals that ended up dividing and fragmenting the Church into numerous denominations as we see today.  He did not stop his attack on the Church by dividing the Church into so many denominations, but continuing it today by diverting the focus of the Christians from heavenly hope to earthly ambitions! He has been displacing the children of God spiritually by changing their priorities, and in the course watering down the precious Gospel of Jesus Christ so that they could be confused of their divine call and greater purpose.  Through such tactic of spiritual displacement, he has been stripping off the children of God their very place in this world and their eternal inheritance! The answer for us to be victorious is in the counsel Saint Paul has given to the Church of Ephesus to grow and mature to the full measure of the fullness of Christ in Eph. 4:11-14, “so that we will no longer be immature like children, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.” 
Conclusion  

As I come to the conclusion, I want to encourage you to examine where you are physically, emotionally and spiritually.  Are you at a place where you are at your best, or where you are struggling and keep falling back? Are you at a place where you feel the presence of God; you feel the power of God; you feel witnessing and sharing the goodness and the love of God? Let’s make sure, we are not displaced; but placed where we should be so that we will not keep failing, but move from victory to victory!

___________
