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Introduction
Last Sunday, we started a new Sermon Series, ‘The tactics of the Enemy.” As an introduction, we discussed the fact that the devil, our enemy has been defeated by our Lord Jesus on the Cross.  In fact, according to Col. Chapter 2:14-15, he was not only defeated, but disabled, disarmed, and humiliated at the Cross! Although God knows this truth; and the devil himself knows it, if people do not know it, devil could still act like he is in control. In fact, that is one of his major tactics: keeping people blind to the truth. This is the tactic I want to discuss this morning and show you how to overcome.
Keeping people blind


We read in 2 Cor. 4:4 that “The god of this age (world) has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of God.”  When you hear this verse, you might ask the question, is the Bible making a suggestion that the devil is the god of this world! Not really; all it means is the fact that the devil is the god of those who give their homage or allegiance to him.  They don’t necessarily worship him in their words, but practically pursue his plans, yield to his temptations, and submit to his rules. Why? Because the devil has used the tactic of blindness toward the truth in their minds. They cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of God.’  Although there are many blinders the devil uses to keep the people blinded, I want to share 3 major blinders, so that you’ll know:  
1) Ignorance in the masquerade of wisdom and knowledge. The devil wants people to believe that God is a myth and Jesus Christ and his gospel is just a fairytale.  What matters is what the science and philosophy stipulates.  Although the true Science and Philosophy could only affirm the existence of God, the devil often uses human advancements in all facets of life including Science and Philosophy to keep them blind regarding the existence of God, and the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
 2) Exaggeration of the worldly pleasures and misrepresentation of God.  One of devil’s major success is in the area of marketing – marketing various sins – whether they are habits, behaviors, products or people! He is the best salesman. His goal is to sell whatever destroys human lives in the most colorful wrapping of pleasure and the lime light of enjoyment! His clientele explodes by millions across the world, causing destruction of individuals and families! He also misrepresents God’s intentions as not wanting his children to be happy when God only provides them guidelines to have the best of life in this world. 
3) The third blinder the devil uses to keep people blinded is the cares and the worries of life. The devil knows how to keep people distracted from God and his plans for their lives by keeping them focused on problems – whether it is their own inadequacies, physical sickness, problems of their children, relationship problems or the thought of what other people think about them and so on. They are so focused on their problems, they could not even see God’s solutions for their problems and his plans for their lives! 

Whether it is through ‘Ignorance in the masquerade of wisdom and knowledge;’ or through ‘Exaggeration of the worldly pleasures and misrepresentation of God;’ or through ‘The cares and the worries of life’ the bottom line is to keep people blinded; and the devil has been very successful in doing that. 
The question we all should ask, as smart, intelligent people as we are, is this, “why is the devil so involved and working so hard to keep the people blind?”  “What is he trying to stop us from seeing?” The answer is found in the same verse: “… so that they cannot see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of God.” He is trying to keep people away from the light of the gospel. The gospel is the light! What happens if people discover this light? If they see this light, they will see the glory of Christ! The glory of Christ that is revealed in the gospel is his glory that he received on the Cross! Saint Paul describes that in Ph. 2:5-11 (read) 
How does the glory of Christ benefit God’s children?


When we read Ep. 1:18-22 we find that Paul is praying for the believers to have their eyes opened so that they will know: 1) what God has done for us; and 2) who we have become because of what he has done through Christ.  The glorified Christ brought us many privileges: 1) the hope we’ve in front of us, beyond this world; 2) the riches of our glorious inheritance; 3) the incomparably great power that we possess and invoke through faith; 4) and finally, the power and the authority over the devil. 


How do we access these privileges and blessings Jesus attained for us? 

Just being able to see.  Because, we’ve been given these, all we need to do is – open our eyes and see it – get to know who we are; and what God has done for us through the glorified Chris! It is possible only through knowing the Word of God. In Eph. 6:17, the Holy Spirit gives us the weapon to overthrow the enemy’s schemes, which is the sword of the Spirit – the Word of God! This is the weapon Jesus used against the devil when he approached him and tried to mislead him, undermining his identity and his authority in Mathew chapter 4. There he comes to Jesus with 3 different tests aiming at his physical level; emotional level; and spiritual level. The way he succeeded in every one of those level was by letting the devil know that he was fully knowledgeable of who his Father was and what was his place in the world. 
Conclusion  

If the devil was bold enough to assume that Jesus didn’t know who his Father was, and he himself was, and thought he could bring him under his authority, imagine how much he would try to keep ordinary people like us under his authority! Since he knows the fact that he has been defeated and he does not have any power over people other than what they give him, his attempt is to keep people ignorant of the fact of who God really is, and who they themselves are.  The less they know, more powerful he will be in their lives!

It is the knowledge of God that gives us power over the enemy.  I want to close by reminding that this knowledge is important to remove the blinder the devil has put on us and to live in victory.  However, just knowing is not going to do it – we have to act on this knowledge to live in victory!  
____________ 
