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Introduction
During the last several weeks, we’ve been discussing and studying a very exciting subject in the Scripture, “The attributes of God.” This morning, I want to begin a new series, ‘The tactics of the devil.” Some of you might be thinking, ‘why should we talk about the devil’ By talking about him, aren’t we acknowledging him? Yes, we are acknowledging the fact that the devil is real; and he is a real threat to every human being, whether he is a Christian or not! I want to let you know we’re not glorifying him – but bringing him out of hiding and exposing him so that he could not deceive you anymore! 
Before we discuss how smart he is in many of our lives, I want to show you how bad he was outsmarted my Jesus our Lord and how bad he was defeated on the Cross! I want to show you the fact that ‘he was not only defeated, but disarmed, disabled and subdued under our feat! As an introduction, this morning, I want to speak to you about how Jesus won the victory over the devil and how could we receive this victory and how could we live in victory!       
Jesus won the Victory


Let me read a passage from the Book of Revelation chapter 12, verses 10 to 12, “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony…But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 
Ever since the separation in Eden, devil had an upper hand over humanity. He has been enslaving us, robbing us of our joy, destroying our personal lives and families. After causing all the problems, causing us to sin, he goes in front of God and accuses us, so that God will never consider restoring us.  This has been his major strategy - scheme! That is the reason why he was called the accuser of the brothers in the passage we just read. In fact, his name ‘Satan’ also means, ‘accuser.’ However, as we read, He was defeated and hurled down. When Jesus redeemed the humanity on the Cross – when he did the propitiation for our sins – when he took the punishment for all our sins on the cross, we were made righteous before God! Devil did not have any rights over us anymore.  The book of Revelation tells us that at that very moment there was war in heaven (describe 7-9). 
Satan lost all his ground to stay around in heaven. Who wouldn’t want to be in heaven? He and his angels (demons) were hurled down to the earth.  And this defeat was made public on earth as Jesus was lifted on the Cross.  The writer to the Colossians describes it in detail in chapter 2 verses 13-15.  1) He was defeated; 2) he was disarmed; 3) his powers and authorities over us have been taken away and given to us. That is what Jesus revealed to his disciples even before his crucifixion in Luke 10:18-19, “I saw Satan falling like lightning from heaven….” 4) Doing all these, he made a public spectacle of the devil. Jesus won the victory on the Cross!

Victory was for us  

Jesus never had to win the victory over the devil.  Jesus is God and the devil is only a creation of God – although he was an angel when he created him. He won the victory on our behalf. That is the reason why he came down as a human and win the victory as a human. He won this victory for every human being who was ever born or would be born in the world.  However, it becomes our victory only when we come to know about it, acknowledge it, and believe it. It should not be just an intellectual awakening, but a spiritual transformation. Paul describes it in Gal. 2:20.


Secondly, this truth must be shared to as many individuals as possible in every generation. Although Jesus won the victory for every person in the world, they will not be able to experience it unless they come to know this truth. If they do not know it, Satan remains victorious in their lives. It is the light that removes the darkness! It is the truth that removes the lies! It is the knowledge that gives the victory! 

Living in Victory


In the passage, we read from Revelation we read, “They overcame him by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony…But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” Devil is not a happy camper, because of several reasons: 1) it was not his choice to be in this world. 2) all these misfortunes happened to him because of us. 3) he is in a big rush, because he knows that he has only a short period of time.  In chapter 20:1-3 we see his destiny. With all these reasons, he is trying to do as much damage as he could to the kingdom of God by deceiving people and aligning them with him.  


However, what is encouraging is this: although it is woe to the world – people who have not accepted their victory through Christ, those who have accepted the victory remains victorious through 2 specific ways: 1) blood of the lamb; 2) the words of their testimony. They “overcome by the blood of the lamb and by the words of their testimony.” 
Conclusion  

We read in 1 Pet. 5:8 that “the enemy of our soul prowls around like a roaring lion…..”However, in James 4:7 we read, ‘Resist the devil, he will flee.” Simple – you don’t have to put out any major fight – all the fight has been done and won on the Cross. All you have to do is to resist him! He knows he has no right in your life. Resist him, he will flee.    
____________ 
