PVIC – New Year Message (Sunday Service) – 12/31/2017
Enter His Gates with Thanks Giving and His Courts with Praise
Psalms 100: 4
Introduction

So many different ways, the year we are about to pass over has been an eventful year! When we look at the rise of terrorism in a global level and the number people killed in such acts while people were simply living their daily lives, traveling, touring or attending a concert; number of people died through genocides, civil wars and all other forms of political, racial and cultural conflicts; and the number of people died through epidemics, starvation an malnutrition in the world; the number of people died through natural disasters such as tsunami, hurricanes, earthquakes and tornedos; and the number of people died through drug and alcohol related incidents, or simply through one or another form of sickness, by an accident or being victims of a crime - my brothers and sisters we can only lift our hands toward heaven and say, ‘thank you, Lord’! While our hearts go out for those who have been the victims and their families, let’s thank God that we are still here at the end of this year 2017!!! (Can we thank God?)
I know, you may have some reasons not to thank God – because, one of your dear ones passed away in year 2017; you might have been diagnosed with a serious illness; you must have lost your job; or some other serious loss! It is quite understandable! However, what about the many blessings you’ve received from him? Besides, God does not owe us anything! We all have sinned and have been condemned to death – like committing a crime given proper sentence to die! But God our loving Father was so gracious to redeem us from the punishment of our sin - the eternal hell by giving up his beloved Son Jesus to die on our behalf!  And that is not because of anything that we did good or do that we deserve it – it is simply by his Grace! More than anything else, that is what we must thank God for. Can we thank God for the salvation and the eternal life we have received from God through Jesus Christ?
Brief Testimonies:  

Is there anyone this morning who wants to come up and thank God in public for the life – the eternal life you’ve received through the great sacrifice of our Lord Jesus? You can take up to one minute to do that – as many of you would like to! (Give a few minutes)

The proper response to God’s blessings in our life:


Do you know what is the response God expects from his children for the redemption he has given us and all else we need in this life? Worship! Worship! Worship! Moses who had a clear understanding of it makes it very clear in Psalm 100! How do you worship God? 

1. Shout for joy (ve.1)

It is the shout of the beloved subjects as their great king enters the scene! The phrase also refers to the shout of the people as their king returns from a victory in battle! If we can see the King of kings our Lord Jesus who has won the greatest victory in the history of the world – the ruler of this world was defeated on the Cross, we’ll have no problem shouting from the depth of our stomach to praise him! Last week I was waiting in a doctor’s lounge and happened to see a talk show on TV. It was a studio full of people so excited! As the host of the show entered the room, the people stood up and started clapping their hands, and screaming at the top of their voice – it was so sincere, I saw one young woman fainting as the host Ellen walked toward her! I know people will have any problem getting themselves lost in that moment – whether it is a talk show, music concerts, or your favorite sports! I believe, if our spiritual senses are awaken just as these natural senses, will be shouting from the top of our voices – ‘Praise the Lord Almighty! 

2. Come before him with joyful songs (ve.2)

Don’t come before God to worship him out of any kind of obligation, whether it is religious obligation, personal obligation; or by the pressure of anyone! Come to worship him with a deep desire to join with those of the same spirit with gladness and with songs from your heart! When the worship team sings such a beautiful songs with meaning, melody and music – feel free to join with them and sing to the Lord as it is your own song! A.W. Tozer described the kind of reverence and adoration that he expects from us: “God wants to cultivate within us the adoration and admiration of which he is worthy. He wants us to be astonished at the inconceivable elevation and magnitude and splendor of Almighty God.” The only reason why we are not astonished about God is because we do not know him right! Open your heart to know him and be ready to be astonished!

3. Acknowledge God (ve.3)

It is so important to acknowledge God as our creator, redeemer, provider and the hope in this life and the life after! In this Psalm and so many other passages Bible uses the phrase, Lord is our shepherd and we are his sheep! When we acknowledge our relationship and belonging to God as a sheep to the shepherd, or a child to its father, that delights the heart of God! In one of his articles, John Huffman describes one unforgettable moment with his daughter. He has been away for several weeks on a short term mission trip. When his plain landed he could hardly wait to see his wife and four children waiting to receive him at the waiting areas. But he had to wait for the custom and baggage clearance for almost two hours. Finally, as he was coming out to the lobby where hundreds of people were waiting for their family and friends.  Huffman writes: There was such a press of bodies, I knew I would not be able to pick my children out until I walked up the ramp, past security, and got out into the open. But my three-year-old daughter, who had managed to squeeze her way to the front of the crowd, began screaming at the top of her lungs, "Daddy! Daddy! That's my daddy!" She must have shouted that at least five times, when suddenly she broke free from the crowd, and bolted past the security guards, still yelling, "Daddy! Daddy! That's my daddy!" She literally flew into my arms and began kissing and hugging me. What a welcome! I have never felt so loved and acknowledged in my life. It was a wonderful, fulfilling moment that even today brings a warm and happy feeling.

That, says John Huffman, is what God feels like when we acknowledge him in worship.

If we can get this picture in our mind, we would not be so indifferent in our worshipping of God – as far as, do we need to go to church, because we are not feeling so good one Sunday; or, when do we need come to worship him; and once we come to worship, how should we acknowledge him in our worship? Just like that child, facing out all others and even the surroundings – you just want to come near your heavenly Father and hug him and acknowledge him! That will make his heart delighted! That is, my brothers and sisters, is true worship!

4. Open the door to God (ve.4)

Moses drawing the analogy from the Palace of the Egyptian Pharaoh where he grew up, he portrays the gate of the palace where one could not approach without ‘thanksgiving’ to the great king, and the inner court without a great deal of ‘praise’ to the king. God does not deal with a person with ungrateful heart! We can see that throughout the Scriptures! We must first be thankful for all the things he has done – most importantly, the redemption he gave us from eternal judgement! Then all the other benefits! Once we enter the gates, then we begin to praise God for who he is! Thanksgiving gets you into the gates – praise brings you even closer to God – to his inner courts! Praise is not worship – praise is the way into worship; worship is the way into an encounter with the living God! David Edwards wrote in his book, ‘Worship Three Sixty Five’, "When we praise God, we are ringing the doorbell, making our presence known, letting Him know that we have come to see Him. When He hears our praise, He gets up to open the door and invites us to come in. When we go inside, we move from praise to worship. In other words, praise is the vehicle into God's presence, and worship is what we do once we get into God's presence." 

Conclusion

As we are saying good bye to year 2017 in a few hours, let’s give thanks to God for everything he has done our lives! Let’s enter into 2018 not just thanking God, but praising him for who he is – and thus we will enter into the worship of God! Let’s stand up and read together – Psalms 145 – together! 
Prayer:

____________

