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“Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.” 1 Cor. 13:8
Introduction

1 Cor. 13 is known as the ‘love chapter’ of the Bible. It gives us the clear definition of love – what love is; and what love is not; and why love is the most excellent way.  Chapter 12 ends with a statement, ‘And now I will show you the most excellent way.” Then he begins chapter 13 with a powerful definition of love – (read vs. 1 - 4) 
How important is Love? 
Even many Christians do not consider it as an important matter. They think they’ve an option to love or not to.  Or, they could be selective of whom to love or whom not to love! The truth is, we do not have that luxury! Because, for the Lord and his Kingdom, love is the foundation, and love is the bonding agent that keeps it together, and love is the only element that transcends the natural world to the eternal world while all other elements of life ends with the natural world! 
Look at the last verse – verse 13, ‘And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of all is love.” Love is greater than faith and hope! How can that be? We read in the book of Hebrews that ‘no one can please God without faith.’ Faith is that important. However, once you see God face to face, you don’t need faith anymore. Today, it is not by sight, but by faith we operate; but in heaven, it is not by faith, but by sight – because we’ll see him as he is! As far as hope, it is our goal, our future expectation. In 1 Corinthians 15:19 we read, ‘if only for this life we’ve hope in Christ, we’re to be pitied of all men.” In other words, our credibility as a Christian is determined by the fact that if we have hope beyond this world or not. Yet, what we read in 1 Cor. 13:13 that ‘love is greater than hope.’ The answer is, once we realize our hope, once we arrive in heaven, which is our hope, we do not need to hope anymore. In heaven, we do not need faith or hope – they were only for this world! However, love is essential in this world and in heaven – it is our new character. Love is our new character and we are identified by this character. 
Love Never Fails 

The key point I want to point out is in verse 8, “Love never fails…” Wait a minute, is that a printing error? Or, did the Holy Spirit make a mistake on making that unrealistic statement? Look at the world around us. How many relationships break up a day? How many marriages collapses and end up in divorces? In the United States, 4 out of 10 marriages end up in divorces! If you ask them why, they’ll all tell you almost immediately, the love is not there anymore! But the Bible says, ‘love never fails.” Is the problem with the Bible statement or, our definition of love? Let’s look at the definition of love from the love chapter (Read verses 4 thru 7) 


This is the love that never fails. In order to clarify this difference between what we experience in our day to day life and what the Scripture is talking about, we need to look at the word love, little deeper! In English language, there is only one word to express the warm, fussy, intimate sentiments we feel for another person, weather it is our female companion, our brother, or sister, our children or our parents, or even God! We love God, we love our wife, we love our children, and even we love our dog – all same word, although each of these are different levels and degrees of love! In Greek language in which the N.T. was written, there are at least 4 different words used to address different types of love, unlike the English language. The feelings towards the spouse or your female companion is described by the word, ‘Eros’ which means, passionate love with sensual desire and longing.  The second type of love is ‘Philia’ which means friendship – love for the friends, family, community – the brotherly love, like what we have in the city of Philadelphia! The third popular word used for love is, ‘Storge’ which means, ‘affection’ that the parents feel towards their children, what the grant parents feel toward their grant children or the children towards their parents or grant parents.  

The fourth, but the most popular word used for love in the Scripture is ‘agape’ which means a deeper sense of true love, unlike any other love! The main difference between agape love and all other forms of love is, it is unconditional! This love is not dictated by the lovability of the person whom we love, or the circumstances – it is unconditional! This is the love that was operating in the first family! In Gen. 2 when Adam looked at his wife for the first time, he said, ‘this is now the bone of my bones and the flesh of my flesh.’ Was there some ‘eros’ in there – that is possible; however, the overarching feeling was ‘agape’ – no matter what happens to her – whether she gets sick, acts difficult to get along, or even if she does not show love anymore, it does not matter – I’m going to love her! That was the type of love that he inherited from God, and that is what he has been experiencing from God as well! However, everything changed when we come to chapter 3. As sin enters the scene, agape was compromised – their love became conditional! When God questioned Adam for his disobedience, you remember his response, “the woman whom you’ve put here with me …made me do it.” What happened that, ‘bone of my bones and the flesh of my flesh’?  In fact, this is where the love fails! The love that God gave Adam was a love that never fails! When the pure love – the divine love that we received from God is corrupted, we begin to operate in human love – the conditional love!  That love fails, again and again and again, no matter how many times you try, or how nicer a spouse you find!
However, the good news is, God reinstated the agape (the unconditional love) in the world through Jesus Christ. That is what we read in Rom. 5:8, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” That was agape – unconditional – while we were in hostility with God, he not only loved us, he loved us enough to die on our behalf so that we will have life – eternal life! Jesus expects us to love one another with the same love. “A new command I give you, love another. As I’ve loved you, so you must love one another.” Jn. 14:34.  

Conclusion


In a world which is tired of repeatedly failing love and unresolved in their pursuit of true love, it is our responsibility not only to share the availability of this unconditional love from God, but witnessing it through our families and the local churches!
___________
