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Exposition on Luke – 9:46-56
Lessons to learn to be a true Disciple 
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“… For he who is the least among you all – he is the greatest.” Lk. 9:48 
Introduction
May I encourage you to turn your Bibles to our current series from the Gospel of Luke chapter 9. This morning, we’ll be looking at three passages found between verses 46 and 56. Let me read these passages upfront to give you an idea of our discussion today (Read). As I’ve mentioned before, although Jesus was involved in a great public ministry of preaching, teaching, healing, delivering and performing miracles, his most important focus was his disciples.  Jesus knew he had only a short period of time in front of him. He wanted to make sure they were well prepared to represent him in their character, life style, understanding of the Scriptures as well as in their ministry. Therefore, even when he was doing the public ministry he was training them. There are several occasions in the Gospels where Jesus took them apart, immediately after an event of public ministry or even after a debate with the Pharisees to answer their own questions or simply explaining what they didn’t understand. In fact, Jesus took every question, debate, opposition, or even an argument among them, as an opportunity to teach them more about the Kingdom of God.
Lesson of Humility  

The passage we read this morning starts with an argument among the disciples. We read, ‘an argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest.” It is so strange that they were thinking and even arguing about ‘who would be the greatest among them’ when Jesus had just shared with them about what was going to happen to him in a very few days. Read verse 44: “Listen … into the hands of men.” The Master is pouring his heart out to them about his impending humiliation, suffering, crucifixion and the death on the Cross! The disciples – all they could think about was their future recognition and the position in the church! Can you believe it?  First of all, look at the timing of their selfish ambitions! Secondly, what Jesus has been teaching and showing them through his life was all about humility – diametrically opposed to what the disciples wanted in their life! They wanted the opportunity to elevate themselves!

Although we can clearly see what is wrong with the disciples thinking, we must admit the fact that we are not much different from them. Look at the church history – in the name of Jesus who left his highest position and the throne in heaven, church leaders have been pursuing the thrones and the crowns for themselves in the Church! Not only in the leadership level, even among the ordinary Christians like you and I – we do not follow the example of Jesus who denied his own interest to accomplish his Father’s will in his life! Unless we set aside our own interest and submit to God’s will in our lives we’re not the followers of Christ!  Being Christians, every time we make a choice that offend God, we’re rebelling against him and challenging his moral standards! We’re making a statement that we’re capable and independent to make our own choices in life whether God approves it or not! We seriously lack humility before God!
In verse 47 we read, “Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him… For he who is least among you all – he is the greatest.” What is the message that Jesus conveying to them through the example of the little child?  In the Jewish culture of Jesus time, children under 12 years old could not be taught the Torah – because it was considered a waste of time. In other words, children were not considered important part of the society! Bringing a child before them and allowing him to stand with Jesus and using him as an example was a clear message to his disciples that ‘what is important in the world system is not what is important in the Kingdom of God!’ Jesus was asking his disciples to change their perspective on what is important and who is important! 
There are a few other reasons for using a child as an example: 1) children are not prideful of their knowledge, strength, or ability; they’re dependent! God wants his disciples to be dependent on him like a child. 2) Children are teachable. They never argue with their parents or teachers that they know better – in fact, they’re open and willing to learn! Jesus wants his disciples to teachable. One of the main problem with a large number of Christians is that they’re not teachable. Most of the effort pastors spend in preaching and teaching is going toward unteaching what wrong understanding they already have from the world or even from wrong Christian teachers! 3) Children are not ambitious in worldly things like the adults for becoming rich, famous, or powerful. The best they want to become is to be like their father or mother! Jesus wants his disciples to be like him! 

Lesson of loving others who are not even part of our band


Read vs. 49-50. It is not sure, if it was a confession by John about what they did probably when they went out for the first outreach ministry in the beginning of chapter 9! He could have been convicted by what Jesus just taught them with the example of a child regarding the necessary humility! Or, he was letting Jesus know that he was zealous for Jesus as his true disciple! It is reasonable to be apprehensive about that man who was ‘driving out demons in Jesus’ name, who was not among the twelve! However, it is possible he could have been attending Jesus’ public meetings and teachings and following the teachings and commands of the Lord. Regardless, Jesus’ response was astounding, “do not stop him, “for whoever is not against you is for you.” We all know that we are not the only church in town; and we are not the only Christians in the community.  Just because they’re not part of our church that doesn’t mean that we’ve to find ways to stop their ministry and talk bad about them. In fact, they’re our fellow brothers and sisters and fellow workers for the kingdom of God! As long as they’re not teaching against the fundamentals of the Gospel we can even fellowship and associate with them.
Lesson of loving even those who oppose us 
 Read vs. 51-56. When we study the history, we will see that there had been centuries-long hatred between Jews and the Samaritans. The interesting thing is Jesus in his most crucial period of ministry – the last few days of ministry before he will be crucified, resurrected and ascended into heaven he chose to give the Samaritans the honor of making preparations for his final consummation! We’re not sure, if it was for the last supper or for something else – it says, ‘to get things ready for him.’ Despite the hate Jews had toward the Samaritans, you remember what Jesus did in John chapter 4. When Jews would not even walk through a Samaritan town, or speak to a Samaritan, let alone a woman, Jesus intentionally walked through their city and spoke with a woman – a sinful woman of the city. She accepts Jesus as the Lord; and she goes to the town and brings back the whole town to Jesus. We further read that the whole town believed in him. This is what the people testified in Jn. 4:42 (read) Jesus loved the Samaritans and Jews the same! He is the savior of all people! I believe, they would have welcomed him and would have made the preparations if it was not for their hate for the Jews! We read there, “the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.” What a huge loss for that town and the people all because they could not overcome their hate toward the Jews! Do not let our anger or hate toward somebody lose our blessings from God!
Look at the response of the disciples: vs. 54. “they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?’ Seems like they’re comparing their rejection by the Samaritans with the story of the prophet Elijah who called fire down upon the ungodly king Ahaziah and his messengers in 2 Kings chapter 1. Look at Jesus’ reply: verse 55: “…Jesus turned and rebuked them…” There are at least two lessons we can learn from Jesus’ response: 1) Politically, there are Christian preachers and leaders who are ready to bring fire down on the Samaritan cities of our time – those who are enemies of Israel! Jesus’s response to them is nothing less than a serious rebuke! He is the Savior of the world – he came to save every person in the world whether Jew or Gentile; 2) As Christians, we might also face rejection either for our ministry; or, even to practice our faith. If our attitude toward those who oppose us or reject us like James and John who wanted to bring fire down on them – vengeance, Jesus response is a strong rebuke! Jesus warned his disciples in Jn. 15:20, “…No servant is greater than his master. If they’ve persecuted me, they will persecute you also.” When the world hates you because you’re a Christian; when the people around you criticize you, because your life style is different; and when they look down on you – keep in mind, your reward is greater in heaven! You must not hate them; instead, thank them for giving you an opportunity to be rewarded in heaven!       
Conclusion 


If we’re truly are disciples of Jesus - followers of Christ - if we really are Christians, it will not be recognized by our names; by being the member of a church; or even being in ministry; but it will be recognized by our character. Following Christ in our life is what makes the difference. Paul outlines the kind of attitude we should have in Ph. 2:5-8. (Read). This is the attitude we should have. I know it is not easy! However, if we are willing to turn our lives over to the Lord, his Holy Spirit will transform our old nature into the same attitude as of Christ himself!
____________
