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Exposition on Luke – 9:18-27
Who is Jesus to You? 
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“But what about you? He asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” Lk. 9:20 
Introduction
This morning, we’re going to receive God’s Word from the Gospel of Luke chapter 9, verses 18-27. (Read) There are three important discussions in this passage: 1) Jesus’s identity – who is Jesus? 2) The true Messiah; 3) and, the cost of following Jesus.  
Who is Jesus?


There are many questions we can ask in this life and spend years of time and abundance of money to find the most accurate answers! Most of those questions and answers would not make a great deal of change in our destiny either in this world or beyond! However, one question that is unique, and the right answer to which would change our life for ever both in this world and life beyond is this: ‘Who is Jesus?’ If Jesus asked his disciples who knew him very well for being with him day and night for a period of at least 2 years at that time asked the question: ‘who do you say I’m?’ I think it is only fair to ask the same question to each of us, who have been flowing Jesus for a while, ‘who is Jesus to you?’ Because, the answer to that question makes all the differences in the world as far as how we live our daily lives; what are the priorities in our lives; how we respond to different situations and challenges in life, and so on!


Who is Jesus? Even before his birth, the Angel Gabriel came to Mary and made the announcement, we read that in Lk. 1:31-32, “…You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you’re to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” Who did Gabriel say, Jesus is? The Son of the Most High, the King of kings, whose kingdom will be eternal!


John, the Baptist introduced him to the world in Lk. 3:16-17, “…I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I’m not worthy to untie. He’ll baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he’ll burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Who is Jesus? One who is more than a prophet, who has the power and the authority to redeem by forgiving and cleansing out of sin; and who has the power to judge those would not repent with an everlasting punishment. 

The Devil knew who Jesus was. In Luke 4:1, when he comes to test Jesus, his challenge begins with the statement, “If you’re the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” Jesus didn’t tell him he was the Son of God! Why did he then say that Jesus was the Son of God? Because, he knew who Jesus was. In Lk. 4:33-34, we read, “In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, “Ha! What do you want with us Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are – he Holy One of God! Again, in Lk. 4:41, “Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You’re the Son of God!” What a testimony by the demons who really knew who Jesus was? 

          
Yet, the religious leaders of the time – Pharisees, Sadducee and even the religious scholars of the time did not recognize him or acknowledge him! Because their heart was closed; and they did not want to change from their ways! The public admired him when he performed miracles and met their needs – they even said, “could this be the Son of David?” Means – the Messiah! However, their confession of him did not come from their heart – but simply from an emotional plain! 
The disciples of Jesus who have witnessed Jesus’s ministry and heard the testimony of many times including those from the Devil was also sure that Jesus was not just an extra ordinary teacher, rabbi or a prophet – he was much more! In Lk. 8:25, when they saw Jesus rebuking the storm and it obeyed him, they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” They were impressed and amazed at what Jesus was able to do! But Jesus was not satisfied with their emotional level admiration! He wanted to know who he was to them from the awakening of their spirit through the revelation of the Word of God! He needed a confession of their faith! Jesus knew who he was! The Angel who announced his birth knew who he was! The Devil knew who he was! But what Jesus wanted to hear was what his disciples knew who he was! That was the most important testimony he wanted to hear in the world! In fact, that was the purpose of his whole mission! 

I want to let you know this morning that Jesus wants to hear your testimony of your knowledge and experience of him! Who is Jesus to you?  Peter, representing all of them replied, “The Christ of God!” In Greek – ‘Christos’, the anointed one; In Hebrew, ‘Messiah’! This is the most fundamental confession that every Christian must make! In Apostolic Confession, this is regarded as the ‘irreducible minimum of the Christian Creed.’ In the parallel passage in Mt. 16:17, we read that Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” I want to let you know that your understanding of Jesus as Christ – the Messiah, your Savior and Lord did not come by any man, including your Pastor, but by your heavenly Father! Your Pastor or a preacher or any other human agent only helped you with this understanding, but the revelation that shook your heart and transformed your life came from the Father! Can we praise God!!
The True Messiah       

Although Peter made the confession of Jesus as Messiah, he did not have a clear view of the Messiah!  Along with rest of the Jewish population and even their leaders and teachers, the disciples had a different understanding of the coming Messiah! They were expecting a powerful king in the line of David, who would defeat all the enemies of Israel including the Romans under whom they were oppressed! In verse 22 Jesus reveals to them a different picture of the Messiah than they had in mind: “…the Son of Man must suffer …” This was a difficult crossroad for even his disciples.  In fact, John records in chapter 6:53 that Jesus said to them, “…unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you…” In verse 66 we read that “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.” We might be very quick to judge them, but think about it – who wants a weak suffering Messiah? They had certain expectations from the Messiah – their political freedom; economical prosperity; physical wellbeing! If he could not provide them what is the purpose of following him? Isn’t this the position of so many Christians today? They follow Jesus to meet their earthly needs, aspirations and ambitions! Unfortunately, many preachers and teachers and book writers have created a Christ who would meet all their needs, wants and dreams! They never talk about the suffering of Christ; no Cross – they only talk about the crown! They give them a Christianity where they could attain the Crown without the Cross! The problem is: one, when they don’t get the crown from this genie God, they’ll be disappointed and leave the church and even Christian Faith; 2) These people were not given the opportunity to meet the real Christ, the Savior with whom they could have identified and received the supernatural strength to accomplish the impossible in this world!        
You might wonder why Jesus warned them in verse 21 that ‘not to tell this to anyone.” If they did and knew what would happen to their Messiah people would revolt and it would become impossible for the authorities to do what was needed to be done. If it didn’t happen that wouldn’t fulfill the prophecy about this Messiah – the suffering savior portrayed in Is. 52-53. That is the true Messiah! Besides, it was a theological necessity that the sins of the world must be atoned for – and that was the purpose of his very mission in the world!
The Cost of Following Jesus


Immediately after revealing his suffering and crucifixion Jesus told them, they’ll have a cross to bear as a result of following him as well – verses 23-24. In Mathew 13:17-43 Jesus explains this in detail. In Mt. 24:9 he said, “you’ll be handed over to be persecuted and put to death. And you’ll be hated by all nations because of me.” Brothers and sisters, this is true Christianity that Jesus presented o the world and handed over to you and me! Any thing that dismisses the suffering and Cross element of Christianity is not the Biblical Christianity! I’m not saying that you should wish and look forward to be persecuted and killed! Thank God we do not have it today in the U.S. However, that was the state of Christianity in the beginning and it is still in many parts of the world! It could very well be the case tomorrow in this country as well! When that happens, be prepared to stand strong in your faith – because at that point you’ll be fellowshipping with Christ in his suffering! Don’t run away from the cross – take it up and follow Jesus!

The cross that a disciple carry is not just in the physical persecution – but the death of our self-will; self-interest; and self-seeking. The way of the cross is self-denial and death to our self-interest! Look at what Jesus did in Ph. 2:1-8. Paul explains this process in our lives in Rom. 6:2-8. In Col. 3:5, Paul instructs us: “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed which is idolatry.”  Why? Read Luke 9:24.   
Conclusion

Verses 25: “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self – soul?” It is in knowing Jesus as who is in a personal level and confessing him as our Savior and Lord that we begin the process. However, it does not end there.  Jesus took a big Cross and died on the Cross for our sake! We’re not given a big Cross like the one Jesus carried; but a cross that would fit our ability to carry; even that, our cross is not forced on us unlike the one Jesus had to carry! It is a choice we’ve in life – to carry the cross for Jesus – identify with Jesus daily and allow our old self to die, or not! If you’re ashamed to identify with him or hesitant to obey his words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when he would come in his glory and in the glory of his Father! Let’s not be ashamed of the Gospel and witnessing Christ daily through the way we live our lives and our verbal testimony of who Jesus is!        
____________
