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Feeding the Five Thousand 
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“Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.” Jn. 6:11 
Introduction
Let’s turn to the Gospel of Luke chapter 9, verses 11-17. (Read) This is probably the most famous miracle of Jesus. Is there anyone here, who have not heard this miracle Jesus performed in feeding five thousand with five loaves of bread and two fish? In fact, the crowd is much more than 5000 – it says, the number of men were five thousand! They didn’t count the women and children; if they were also counted it would be double or more! 

If you recall what we discussed last Sunday, it was about Jesus sending out the twelve to preach the good news and to heal the sick. When they came back and reported their ministry, we read in verse 10 that Jesus took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida…
The Compassion of Jesus 
It was probably a time for reflection, retreat, and rest! Unfortunately, Jesus and his disciples didn’t have that luxury.  Not that he couldn’t if he wanted to – but he had compassion on the people and their needs - Read Mk. 6:31-33. “He welcomed them and spoke to them about the Kingdom of God and healed those who needed healing.” The main reason for people following Jesus in such a desperation was probably physical healing. There could be some who were hungry to hear about the eternal life! Jesus knew the heart of the people that they are mostly interested in the temporal thing – but he also knew that they need to hear what is more important! So, he used even this opportunity to speak to them about the Kingdom of God.  
Disciples are challenged

Verses 12-14 describe the challenge the disciples were faced with. First of all, they’re tired and needed some rest. Secondly, they were burdened with the fact that this massive number of people who were listening to the Master – what are we going to do to feed them! When they came to Jesus with that concern, Jesus’ response really challenged them, ‘you give them something to eat.’ve.13; Their answer v.14. 
Yielding to Jesus what we have

In fact, Jesus wanted to challenge their faith in him. Read Jn. 6:5-9.  The lesson Jesus is about to teach his disciples is the same lesson God taught Gideon and his army in the book of Judges (6-7). 300 men against a vast army of 150,000 Midianites.  We must yield to God what we have; and not what we don’t have.  I heard about a country preacher who went to one of his members who was a farmer and asked him, “if you had two farms, would you have given one to the Lord?” He replied, “yes, of course.”  Then he asked him, “if you had $20,000 dollars, would you have given $10,000 to the Lords work?” He said, “only if I had that kind of money; yes, if I had it, I would have given half of it to the Lord’s work.” Then the preacher asked him, “if you had two pigs, would you have given one to the Lord’s work?” At that point, the farmer got upset, and said, “you know, that’s not fair, you know I have two pigs.” We often make up excuses about what we don’t have and fail to offer Jesus what we do have.  ‘If I just had more money, I would have given regularly to my church; If I just had the gift of evangelism, I would have witnessed Jesus to others; if I just had the talents the others have, I would have served God’, and so on.  What Jesus is asking you to bring up is not the 200 denari, that you don’t have, but the 2 loaves of bread and 2 fish that you have. 
Jesus blesses, breaks it and give


Verses 14-15. Jesus asks them to have them sit in groups of fifty. Avoiding pushing and shoving, he had them all sit in expectancy of what God’s miracle – only what God can do! 9:16a – he gave thanks and broke them. The Greek word used here is, ‘eulogeo’ from which we have the English word, eulogize – speak well of, praise, extol etc. When the Jews prayed before the food, they didn’t usually pray like we pray, ‘Lord we thank you for the food we’re about to receive.” They instead, used that as an opportunity to praise and bless God himself. The traditional prayer they did was, “Blessed are you, Lord our God, king of the world, who has caused the bread to come forth out of the earth.” Our prayer must be not for asking more blessings but praising and blessing God for what he has done in the world and in our lives! 9:16b. Then he gave them to the disciples, and they gave to the people ….12 baskets left over!    
Conclusion

Our resources are limited and inadequate – whether it is finance, talents, or gifts! However, if we turn it over to Jesus, whatever we have into the hands of the Lord, he will bless it, multiply it and give it right back into our hands! We can be a blessing to the world! He is so faithful that he will not forget your needs – he’ll send you home with more than what you brought in! What a wonderful God we serve! 

I’ve read about Dr. D.L. Moody’s early life before God began to use him to bring thousands to Christ in the U.S. and in England.  He was born in a poor family - one among nine children. His father died when he was only four years old. He didn’t have any former education. The only knowledge he had about God was what he learned from the Sunday School. He left home looking for work at age 17. He accepted Jesus as his savior while was working in a shoe store in Boston, when someone witnessed to him about the claim of Christ in his life.  He applied for membership in a church, but they turned him down and made him wait for 10 months, because he was so ignorant of the Bible.  However, he was so zealous of serving God, he went around the slums and gathered a few poor kinds and started a Sunday School class in the back of an abandoned barbershop. One day, the businessman who owned the barbershop watched what was going on inside, he saw Moody trying to read the Bible story of the prodigal son to the children in the dim light of the candles. He said, Moody couldn’t even make out the words – he was skipping words and lines as he was reading! After the class, he came out and said to the businessman, “I’ve only one talent. I’ve no education. But I love the Lord Jesus Christ. Please pray for me.” He said to him in amazement, “it remains to be seen what God will do with a man who gives himself wholly to him.” Moody thought for a minute and replied, “By God’s grace, I’ll be that man.” Give into the hands of God what little you’ve, whether it is your finance, talents, desire to serve God or whatever you’ve! He’ll perform the greatest miracle you’ll ever witness in your own life!
____________
