PVIC - Sunday Service – 04/29/2018
Exposition on Luke – 8:19-21
Obedience is thicker than blood
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” Lk. 8:21
Introduction
Let’s turn to the Gospel of Luke chapter 8.  Today, we’ll be discussing a very small passage – chapter 8: 19-21. If we take this passage apart from the whole chapter, and analyze it, it might sound real harsh! We might even say, ‘how could Jesus treat his mother like that, especially, the mother who went through a whole lot of scandal, rejection and hardships even from the day of conceiving him in her womb! Forget the brothers – they can take it; but the mother – especially, mother Mary!
 The same event is recorded in all three synoptic gospels – Mathew, Mark and Luke. The message is the same; not any lighter – the crowd that surrounded around him told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” His replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” Then he looked at those who seated around him and said, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” There is no dancing around this passage – what we read here is what Jesus said; what he said is exactly what he meant! In fact, reading from the Message translation this is what is recorded in Mt. 12:47-50, “While he was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers showed up. They were outside trying to get a message to him. Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and brothers are out here, wanting to speak with you.” Jesus didn’t respond directly, but said, “Who do you think my mother and brothers are?” He then stretched out his hand toward his disciples. “Look closely. These are my mother and brothers. Obedience is thicker than blood. The person who obeys my heavenly Father’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
Obedience is thicker than blood 
‘Obedience is thicker than blood!’ What did he mean by that? It means – Jesus’ mission – his whole purpose of being in this world is to turn the hearts of people to God; reconcile them back to God! To do that he had to come in a physical body; and Mary was the chosen vessel; and Joseph’s home was the chosen family that he would be born. His relationship with Mary was strictly physical – blood relation! His mission and purpose in this world was spiritual! What Jesus is saying is this: His spiritual assignment from the Father has precedence over his physical relationship – that even with Mary! In other words, Mary’s physical relationship with Jesus does not give her any influence, authority or special place in his spiritual mission in the world! A person’s relationship with Jesus is determined by his or her obedience to his words, that come from God himself! And not the physical relationship he or she has with him!  
This is exactly what we can see in Jesus’ response to Mary’s report to Jesus that there was no more wine in the wedding at Cana. John 2:4, “Jesus saith unto her, ‘Woman, what have I to do with thee. My hour has not yet come.” In New Living translation we read like this: “Dear woman, that’s not your problem. My hour has not come yet.” Holman Christian Standard Bible reads, “What has this concern of yours has to do with me, woman, Jesus asked.” What is the point? Mary’s relationship with Jesus was strictly physical – maternal! She has no part in his spiritual mission in this world! I wish the Catholic Church would turn from their false teaching on this subject and turn to the Word of God! If you read the Bible, you’ll never see any special place for Mary in the ministry of Jesus or in the New Testament Church. I’m not particularly interested in criticizing any denominations or teachers. However, we must correct the false teachings, otherwise people will never know the truth and they’ll be misled!
Relationship with Jesus is based on hearing of the Word of God


Even during the earthly life of our Lord, no one could really know him – know who he really was until they would examine the scriptures! When the Wise men came to King Herod asking, ‘where is the one who has been born king of the Jews’ King Herod did one smart thing – although he used the knowledge unwisely! He called the priests and the teachers of the Law and asked them where Christ was to be born? They read the books of the prophets and told him, ‘in Bethlehem in Judah.’ One can know Christ only through the Word of God. The mistake the priests and the teachers of the Law did later on when Jesus was in ministry was that they chose to know him from his earthly heritage, as the son of the carpenter, rather than from his spiritual heritage through the Scriptures! 
To know Jesus and to have a relationship with him we need to hear the Word of God. Jesus said, “My mother and brothers are those who hear the Word of God…” Do you really hear the Word of God, when someone preaching or teaching, or do you hear what he actually preaches, or do hear what you want to hear? I heard a joke from a preacher – don’t judge me on this.  I’m just quoting a preacher!  “A doctor goes to a party one night and sees one of his patients out on the dance floor with a beautiful woman. The doctor goes up to his patient and asks, “What are you doing?” The patient responded, “I’m just following your advice!” “What advice?,” the doctor replied. “You told me to find a hot mama and be cheerful.” The doctor responded in disbelief, “That’s not what I said. What I said to you was that you had a heart murmur and you need to be careful.”


I hope you hear me well this morning. When I speak to some people over the week, what I hear from them about the sermon that I preached on Sunday and how much they were blessed, I have wondered if they were talking about my sermon! That’s the reason why I’ve made sure, you hear from three other ministers besides me – so that if you missed the message when I preach, you might get it when Billy preaches it; if you miss him, you’ll get it from Shawn; if you miss him, you will get it from Maurice! 


It is not only through listening to the preachers, you would hear the Word of God. When you read the Scripture daily taking a few minutes of quality time with an earnest desire to hear what the Holy Spirit would speak to your heart, you will hear the Word of God. Without knowing the Word of God, you would not know the will of God for your life! Jesus said, ‘obedience is thicker than blood.’ How can you obey him, if you do not know what is his will –  and what to obey? 

Putting what you hear into practice 

People hearing him is very important for Jesus. However, what is more important for him is they put that into practice. This makes a huge difference between Jesus and all the other teachers in the world. For most of the teachers, they’re satisfied with the fact that people hear them and approve them of their knowledge, wisdom and the skill of communication! But for the Lord, that was his last concern. What concerns him is if we apply what he taught us or not. You know why? Because Jesus cares for you so dearly! He wants to see your lives changed, blessed and most importantly you are becoming a part of his Kingdom. He knows, no matter how much you hear, how much excited you show- jumping, walking, running or dancing, you’re not going to benefit until you apply it. Jesus’ discipleship method is the best example of that. He not only taught them; he taught them to put into practice everything he taught them by walking with them and living with them. In fact, when we teach and train disciples in our church that’s what we are doing – helping you to apply what our Lord taught us into practice. If we do not put into practice what we heard from Jesus, He has a nice title for us. You know what it is?  ‘Foolish builders!’ Jesus said to them, “the one who hears my words and does not put into practice is like a (foolish) man who built a house on the ground without foundation.” Lk. 6:49.      
Conclusion

Can we all stand up in the presence of God? It was the wisest thing you’ve done in your life – coming to Christ and turning your life over to him! However, that’s only the beginning of your life! You build your life on his Word. Hearing the Word of God teaches us how to take every turn and every step of our life; and truly applying them is how we succeed in life! Obedience is thicker than blood! When we obey him, we become closer to him – closer than all his blood relations, his natural brothers, sisters or even his mother! We also read in the Scripture that ‘obedience is better than all sacrifices!’ Let’s not hear the Word, but obey it! Can you pray with me, “Lord, help me to make hearing your Word the highest priority in my life; and help me to obey your Word and apply it in my life, so that my relationship with you will become stronger every day! Amen!   
__________

