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Faith is challenged to be Confirmed
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” Lk. 7:28
Introduction
Let’s turn to the Gospel of Luke chapter 7.  Today, we’ll be discussing the passage where John, the Baptist, the great prophet who introduced Christ to the world, but at the end of his life doubting if Jesus was really the Messiah or not! In the beginning of chapter 7, we saw Jesus healing the servant of the Roman centurion simply by sending a word – not even present at the scene! Last week we heard from Minister Maurice, Jesus raising the dead son of a widow.  Verse 18 tells us that John, who was in jail had been hearing all these events through his disciples! (Read vs. 18-20)

Background  
Let me give you a brief background of what happened to John. As most of you know, John was the forerunner of Jesus. In fact, he was the one God himself chose to introduce Jesus to the world. The Gospel of John tells us that when John the Baptist saw Jesus the first time, he proclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” John knew who Jesus was, and he also knew what his task was, which was to prepare the way for Jesus. He did it well, and in fact, he even baptized Jesus.  However, not long after that John was arrested and imprisoned because he criticized and questioned king Herod publicly for his immorality. He was imprisoned and kept in a dungeon in the desert of Machaerus, by the Dead Sea.  We can only imagine how exhausted, disappointed, lonely, forgotten and confused John could be.
John’s doubt  
We read in verse 18 that ‘John’s disciples have been giving him reports about the ministry of Jesus.’ Still he sends 2 of his disciples directly to Jesus to ask him, ‘are you…” It is the same John who introduced Jesus to the world! It is the same John when some of his own disciples left him and followed Jesus, said, ‘I must diminish, but he must increase.’ He testified about Jesus in John 1:32-34 (Read) John had full confidence that Jesus was the Messiah! Then what happened now? There are two possible explanations: 
1) Personal tragedies and unexpected struggles, and sometimes hopelessness in life can bring us to a point of doubting and questioning God -  if God really is able and willing to do all that he promised in the Scripture? Do you ever have questions about something He said, or did? Do you ever wonder if He is working on your behalf?  I want to let you know, it is not unspiritual to feel doubts and questions.  I had some such moments several times in my life. God understands that. Even the great prophet John had doubts when he was going through his time of isolation and hardship in his life. 
2) The other possible reason for John doubting Jesus was because of Jesus’ style of ministry, message and even life style.  While in prison, John received reports about what Jesus was saying and doing. Some of it seemed right – the healing and the miracles. But lots of it was just plain wrong. Going to parties with drunkards, tax collectors and prostitutes – that was not something the Messiah was supposed to do. And what’s all this talk about paying taxes to Caesar and blessing those who persecute us? Wasn’t the Messiah supposed to throw off Roman rule and give Israel her liberty? In Psalm 118 John has read about the coming of the Messiah and how he would set up His kingdom. In the chapter, there are also several references of God protecting his people and destroying the nations. This is what John was hoping for when the Messiah comes. This is what John prayed for. And it was not happening. Just the opposite. His hopes were being crushed. His faith was being weakened. Doubt began to grow. He began to wonder if Jesus really was the One who would come in the name of the Lord. He began to doubt that Jesus was the Messiah.
John handled his doubts the proper way: 
Having such questions was okay, but what confused John was this: he was only a prophet of God – but still there were many things that was not revealed to him yet; he had to receive that from the Son of God! John did not do that! He was continuing he style of ministry, instead of becoming a follower of Jesus! However, one thing he did right was coming straight to Jesus for clarifications rather than seeking his answers elsewhere! It is possible that we might experience moments of doubts in all of our lives. When that happens, what we must do is not to listen to the world and those who do not believe in God, but straight to God and ask the question. We can approach God in prayer, or we can ask every question we have directly to God – and he will give us the answer just as he gave to John through his own Word.

How did Jesus respond to John? 

Read verse 21. It is interesting that Jesus was asked a question in verse 20. But in verse 21 we do not read Jesus’ answer to their question; but we read, ‘at that very moment ….” Why? Jesus, instead of making a verbal statement and send his disciples away, wanted to send them with clear evidence that he was the Messiah. Because, John was that important to Jesus and he wanted John to have a clear understanding of him.  In Is. 35:5-6 it has been prophesied, “that when the Messiah comes, the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, the lame shall leap like dear, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.” When the disciples of John saw the evidences of the Messiah, their spiritual eyes were opened as well – they became the true messengers of truth to John who needed a living word from the Lord. When you really genuinely seek, God will give you the answer that will clear all your doubts!


The most beautiful thing is, Jesus did not rebuke or even question John’s state of mind; instead, send a clear message showing his disciples who he was, as well as telling them what he needed to hear with a clear instruction to John in verses 22-23. The instruction was this, “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” 
What made John uniquely great?  


Read 24-28. John was the first prophetic voice the nation of Israel heard after their last prophet Malachi 400 years ago.  First, it was through John the Baptist that God broke that silence! Secondly, all the other prophets have only prophesied about the coming of the Messiah. There was no prophecy about them. John is the only prophet about whom there was a prophecy! In Mal. 3:1, we read about the coming of John: “I’ll send my messenger …” Jesus even quoted that in verse 27. Thirdly, all the other prophets could only prophecy about the Messiah, John was the only prophet who was privileged to prepare the way for the Messiah and in fact, introduce him to the world. Finally, no other prophets had the opportunity to meet the Messiah, only John had that opportunity; and to prepare him for ministry by even baptizing him.
One who is least in the kingdom is greater than John 

Although John was the greatest of all until the time of Jesus, one who has entered the Kingdom of God is greater than he. John was the last of the Old Testament prophets. John was privileged to point Jesus out to the world. However, the Kingdom door was opened only at the Cross of Calvary! Until Jesus would die for the sins, no one would be qualified to enter the kingdom, even John! Would John be in heaven? Yes, he would be, along with all the other saints of God in the Old Testament. But the Kingdom of God that was established through Christ is only for those would come to God through Jesus Christ.  Now, it is a subject that needs greater study – so I do not want to attempt that in this few minutes. 
In fact, the focus here is more on the greatness of the kingdom.  It is so great the one who is least in the kingdom is even greater than this greatest man ever lived – John the Baptist! To be part of the kingdom of God is that great! Do you know how blessed you and I are to be able to live in this dispensation and to be able to accept Christ as the savior.  In Luke 10:22-23 Jesus said, “Blessed are the eyes what you see …(read). 
Is there difference among those in the kingdom?

This is how one author described this passage, “… once you are in the kingdom, once you have walked through the Door that is Jesus Christ, that’s when the real adventure begins. One of the first things you encounter when you enter into the Kingdom of God is a huge fitness center…God wants His Kingdom of God to be filled with fit people… He’s got a great big kingdom for you to enjoy, but to enjoy it, you’ve got to be spiritually fit. That means you’ve got to get rid of that weight that weighs you down. You’ve got to throw off the sin that so easily entangles. You’ve got to learn how to run the race with perseverance… You didn’t have to do these things to get into the kingdom, that was free. But once you are in the kingdom, you need to get in shape spiritually in order to enjoy the kingdom. That means you read your Bible. You pray. You love Jesus. You learn about God. You get involved in ministry. You serve in some way. You say, “What if I don’t do these things? What if I just want to be glad that I’m in the kingdom, and sit there at the entrance, staring at all the beauty and grandeur?” Well, in that case, you will be the least in the kingdom.” 
The difference among those are blessed to be in the kingdom of God is mentioned more than once in the Scripture. One, is right here in this passage in verse 28. Jesus himself mentioned this idea of difference in Mt. 5:19. There is an implication of this mystery in I Cor. 15:41-42 where Paul talks about the resurrected body, “The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.” The question we must ask ourselves is, do we want to take the chance of losing the potential splendor and all the inheritance in the kingdom by not growing and fully obedient to the Lord!   

Conclusion

Life in this world could be harsh. It is quite natural that we might have doubts and questions as we go through such challenging experiences! In times like that, instead of coming to our own conclusions and stay depressed; or, seek ungodly counsels, we must go directly to the Lord like John did and get our answers! There is not a single issue that we are facing that God does not have the answer! Consider the greatness Jesus gave you through his sacrifice on the Cross. Do not take it for granted. Nothing in this world is worth loosing the greatness in the Kingdom.

__________

