PVIC - Sunday Service – 03/04/2018
Exposition on Luke – 6:43-49
Good tree produces good fruit; and a house with foundation stands the storm
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“Make a tree good’ and its fruit will be good…” Mt. 12:33
Introduction
In our study of the Gospel of Luke, we’ve come to the last part of chapter 6. In fact, it is the conclusion of his Sermon on the Mount. The discussion in verses 43-45 - the ‘good tree producing good fruit, and the bad tree producing bad fruits’ is the last lesson in his sermon; and the verses 46-49, the discussion of ‘wise and foolish builders’ is the conclusion of his whole sermon on the mount!
Making a tree good

  In verse 43 we read, ‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.’ In other words, good tree bears good fruit and the bad tree bears bad fruit. If you want good fruit, you’ve to work on the tree to make it bear good fruit. In fact, Jesus said in Mt. 12:33, “ Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.” It is interesting that the gardener has the power to make a tree good – good enough to produce good fruit; or do nothing, allowing it to produce bad fruit!  If you ask my family, they will tell you that I’m a reasonably good gardener. Gardening is one of my hobbies.  I’ve at least 15 different kinds of fruit trees and fruit plants in our back yard; and more trees are coming this Spring. 
When it comes to fruit trees I’ve learned that the trees that appear so healthy and full of luscious leaves don’t necessarily mean they’re going to produce the best fruits. It could be an indication that lots of nitrogen is being absorbed by that tree.  Nitrogen is good for the tree, but it produces sour fruit.  So, the orchard experts purposefully plant certain weeds around the trees to get rid of the nitrogen, and if they use the correct weeds, those weeds leave behind a special blend of nutrients that is perfect for fruit growing. Just as a full and lush tree does not necessarily produce the best fruit, so also a person who looks flowery and behaves like they are spiritually rich, may in fact be the worst trees to gather fruit from. In Revelation 3:17, Christ warns certain Christians who are rich and wealthy that though they appear to have it all together, they really are poor and destitute. It is not how you appear, or how you act, or how you dress that matters. What matters is your heart. And this is revealed by the fruit you produce.
Also, when it comes to managing insects that destroy the fruits, the experts have found out that allowing certain kind of insects to live on the tree is better than using chemicals to kill the bad insects. Bad bugs are eaten by good bugs. And you know what are the weeds and insects in your life?  The daily struggles you’re going through - the test of your patience; struggle to keep up with the bills; the nagging pain in your body- your sickness; your children’s sickness; the stressful situation at work?  God, the great Gardner has allowed those in your life for a reason. They strengthen you. They keep the bad bugs of sin out of your core. They use up the bad nutrients in the ground where you are planted, and leave better ones behind – removing pride, selfishness, short temper, and cultivating love, patience, joy and longsuffering! 

In good gardening, fertilizers are rarely used, because they cause too much growth too quickly, and therefore produce weak trees and fruit with no flavor. When fertilizers are used, they are used only in minimum quantities. Trees even need certain level of extreme weather – both cold and heat. And then there’s the pruning – to make the tree grow stronger and produce more fruits! When you’re are in for a period, you’re not sure God even remembers you – has he ‘forgotten me; has he abandoned me?  You ask God, ‘Lord, why are you not hearing my prayers?’ It is not that he does not hear your prayers. He definitely not abandoning you. He is feeding you and attending your needs in a way that knows how far and how much to bring you out as a fruit producing Christian with great flavor that he could be proud of.  Those times of dryness and times of barren winter are also for your benefit. It will create a hunger and thirst for God who could not only satisfies you but allow you to produce fruit – the lasting fruit! In John 15 Jesus presented himself as the vine and the Father as the gardener – He said, “I’m the vine and my Father is gardener … every branch that produces fruit, he prunes so that it will produce even more fruit! Pruning is painful, but the Father is working on you to make you more fruitful! He is making the tree good so that it will produce good fruit!
What is the good fruit?

In several instances, the term fruit is referred for good deeds – good behavior; good life style representing and duplicating Christ in an evil and wicked world! In Romans 7:4-5, Saint Paul encourages the believers to bear fruit since they’ve been risen with Christ. In other instances, the fruit refers to witnessing, discipling and building the kingdom of God. In John 15:16, Jesus said to his disciples, “You did not choose me, I chose you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” 
However, in this passage in Luke 6, I believe the fruit Jesus referring is our ‘words’ that come out of our mouth.  Read verse 45, “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up …….”  Normally, we say, don’t mind what he says, just look at what he does – action, the deed is the test of a person’s character, not one’s words! But Jesus said, no – a person could be doing a great deal of good for the society, regularly attending church, generous and all that. But does not necessarily show his real heart. Listen to his words, you will see his heart – because out of the overflow of heart his moth speaks. Read Mt. 12:34-36.  
When we really speak our heart to those whom we are really comfortable with – how do we speak? Isn’t it more about ourselves and what we want and what we need than others’ needs and wants? Don’t we complain more than we’re thankful? When we speak to others, don’t we often cut them off and interject our story than listening to their story with patience – it’s all about me, me! What about the foul languages that come out like a water flow when we’re provoked? Some are always excited about the next big thing they’re going to buy; they’re going to do; the next place they’re going to visit! Listen to your own major topics of conversation during the day. How much of your time you speak about God and the spiritual things? How about our prayers? Do we ever listen to our own prayers? What is the main subject of our prayers?  Me, my family, my children, my dog…? How much do we pray for others, those who are suffering? What about the work of the Kingdom in the world? Whatever is prominent in our heart that is what come out in our conversation and in our prayers! Out of the overflow of heart the mouth speaks!

Difference among those who come and hear the Word
The passage that starts at verse 46 and ending at 49 is where he concludes his whole sermon saying, you’ve come to me and heard my words; now, if you go and apply every word of it, you’ll be like a wise builder! If you don’t, you’ll be like the foolish builder! What Jesus laid out for his followers is the principles of His kingdom! If you want to be a part of the Kingdom, you cannot live by the standard of the broken world system – you must follow the principles of the kingdom! We wonder why our life is going in circles, why is it in such a chaos, even after coming into the kingdom – it is because, you are still living by the failed, broken, corrupt practices of this world!

Most people read this parable and understand that there is a difference between these two individuals – wise builder and the foolish one; but not so sure where the real difference is!  Both of them come to the Lord – it is important that we come to God through worship service, the Bible study to hear him; in your daily time of prayer and devotion; if you don’t, you are worse than foolish – you’re insane! Both of them listen to him. Imagine the pastor or another preacher standing in front of you, speaking to you – but you’re looking down busy, browsing your face book page and sending texts; or browsing something else; or, you sit there, looking straight at me; but I know, you’ve that fixed expression with a small smile - and periodically moving your head indicating that you’re listening; but you and I know better! If you’ve come, but not listening to the words of the Lord, you’re worse than being foolish! You’re insane! Here, the problem is not even coming, hearing or listening – both of them do all that! The difference is, one goes out and apply it; the other does not! One who applies it, every word of it makes it! He’ll weather even the strongest storm that comes his way! He is operating under the kingdom rules! When you obey the kingdom rules, when you operate under the kingdom principles, you’ve the kingdom power! Can any storm stand a chance against the kingdom power?
Wise Builder
One who comes, hears the Word and puts them into practice is like a wise builder. What does the wise builder do? He digs down and lays the foundation on the rock. Before you can lay the foundation, you need to dig out all that loose soil, the unfit – sinful life styles, the muddy past completely – dig out until you come to the rock! Especially when it comes to marriage, family life, all that emotions, romances that is running wild in the beginning of your life will shift, all our natural feelings will shift over time! You cannot build your life neither on your sinful past; nor on emotions that will shift and change over time.  It must be built on Christ the solid rock! If you do, it will stand against any wind, storm, and even a tornedo.  
Foolish Builder

On the other hand, one who comes to Jesus, day after day, Sunday after Sunday, hears the Word – every sermon, every Bible study – get entertained, get even goose bum - good Christian, but never applies any of them into his life is like a foolish builder! He is also building his house; but do not think he needed to go to the trouble of applying Jesus’ teachings into his life! He does not want to dig anything out – life goes on – acts like a Christian – makes everyone happy! Such Christians think they’re smarter – you can have the best of both worlds – the sinful world and the Kingdom! Jesus calls them, foolish! When the storm comes, it will collapse! The problem is, in most cases it is not a repairable damage – its destruction was complete! How sad! While it is time, I want to encourage you to start digging – dig out all that need to go and make sure, there is nothing between your life – your family life and Christ the foundation! However, if it is too late, the house is already fallen – my prayer is that may God be compassionate to let you start all over again – a fresh start! 
Holy Communion:

In Mt. 12:23 we read, ‘make a tree good, it will produce good fruit.’ We saw how a good gardener could make a tree good enough to produce good fruit! However, if the tree is altogether a wild tree with no potential to produce good fruit, such as the case of the couple of trees Jesus himself mentioned in verses 44, ‘thorn bushes or briers’ that are found in the deserts of Judea, regardless how much horticultural science the gardener applies, they could not produce good fruit. The only way, it would have any chance is by making it good – changing it; ingrafting it to a good tree! In fact, that is what Jesus did in your case and mine. This is where Christianity differs from all religions!  In Romans 11:24, Paul reveals that in his comparison to Jews and the Gentile believers, “…you were cut out of a wild olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree…” We were wild, outcast, sinners, unclean and abandoned! But God the great compassionate gardener in his mercy, took us out of there and joined us into the body of his beloved Son, Jesus Christ! To do that he had to cut him open on that Cross! Because he was wounded, we were restored! Praise God Almighty and his gracious Son, our Lord Jesus Christ!
__________

