PVIC - Sunday Service – 02/25/2018
Exposition on Luke – 6:37-42
Judging, Condemning and Forgiving!
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Lk. 6:36
Introduction
Praise God for another wonderful Sunday. In our series on the Gospel of Luke, last two Sundays, we’ve been discussing our Lord’s ‘Sermon on the Mount’ we find in Mathew 5 thru 7 – three chapters! Luke has condensed the same in half a chapter – chapter 6: verses 17 thru 49! This portion of the Scripture, some call it, ‘Sermon on the Mount’ and some call it ‘Discipleship Manual’! I personally call it, ‘The Kingdom Standard!’ Last two Sundays, between two of our preachers, Pastor Billy and Minister Shawn we’ve received some powerful insights on this precious gem of the New Testament! Now, let’s continue with Luke chapter 6: verses 37 – 42. (Read)
Are we to judge, or not? 
(Read verse 37) This verse clearly tells us that we should not judge! Somehow, more people in the church and outside the church know this verse than any other verse! How many times have you heard, someone telling you, ‘don’t judge me’ even when you were trying to simply help them! What do you do? How can you help someone to change from their wrong or sinful or destructive choices in life, without making a judgement that what they’re doing is wrong? If you don’t make the judgement, how are you going to convince them to change? If you do make the judgement, you’re in conflict with the Scripture, ‘do not judge’! What do you do?

If we study this statement in the context of his whole sermon, and his teachings, we will see that Jesus is not against judging, in fact, he wants us to judge. Look at Mt. 7:15, “Watch out for false prophets….” What the Lord is asking his disciples is to make proper judgement against false teachings. Look at 1 Jn. 4:1-3, “…do not believe every spirit…” Here the Scripture is demanding Christians to ‘test the spirits with their teachings and life style! In other words, use clear judgement! Look at what Jesus asked the church to do if someone in the church sins: Mt. 18:15-17, “If your brother sins against you…” I think we’re clear on this subject matter that we must use proper judgment based on the standards of the Scripture to determine whether it is right or wrong, regardless of who the teacher is – even if it is your pastor! 
Then, what is that Jesus meant by ‘do not judge, and you will not be judged?’ I think if we look at another statement Jesus made in John 7:24 regarding judgement, it will become clearer: “Stop judging by mere appearances and make a right judgement.” Of course, here, Jesus was defending his healing ministry on the Sabbath! He did not ask them ‘not to judge him.’ In fact, he asked them to judge him, but correctly – knowing the whole context and the purpose of his action!
Judge, but judge Correctly 

1. Be Merciful in Judging 
The last verse from the previous passage, verse 36 is the key for his teaching of judging others in this passage. There, we read, ‘be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Do not judge without mercy – mercy, as much as what your Father in heaven has been showing giving you! What is mercy?  Mercy is, ‘not giving to others the punishment they deserve!’ That’s what we received from our Father! It was F.B. Meyers, I believe, who once said, “that when we see a brother or sister in sin, there are two things we do not know: First, we do not know how hard he or she tried not to sin. And second, we do not know the power of the forces that assailed him or her. We also do not know what we would have done in the same circumstances.” 
When we are tempted to look down on someone or criticize them for the mess they are in, just remember the only reason why we’re not there is because of the mercy God has poured upon us; and not because of any of our good qualities or will power! One sin, no matter how small it is, that is infinitely offensive to the righteous and Holy God. He has every right to punish us, take us out of this world, take all that we’ve, take our sanity, health or anything we think we have from us! The only reason we still are alive, and we are who we are is because of the immeasurable mercy he pours out on us! It is in fact, a serious warning Jesus gives his disciples that, ‘do not judge (without mercy); do not condemn (without mercy)! If you do, you’ll be judged and condemned’! When you see a young woman, addicted to drugs, living on the street, selling her body for the next hit, though you should judge her actions as wrong, be merciful and say, “I could have been her, if it was not for the mercy of God.” Such an attitude will enable you to help her rather than condemn her.  When you see a father addicted to gambling, sex or any other vices of the devil, losing his wife and children, living a life of lie and deception, though you should judge and condemn his actions, be merciful to him knowing, it could have been you if it was not for the mercy of God.  


If we’re not merciful, God has a way of humbling us. He can judge you, condemn you and put you in the same predicament! He takes his mercy away from you for a moment, we can fall into the same or worse sin ourselves and will pay greater price than them! Forgive, and you’ll be forgiven. In Mt. 6 when Jesus teaching his disciples to pray, he taught them to pray for God’s forgiveness; but he made it conditioned on their forgiveness to those who have offended them: “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.’ If we can somehow figure out how much forgiveness we need from God for every moment of our life in this world, we’ll not have any hesitation to forgive others! In fact, we’ll be looking forward for an opportunity to forgive those who have caused us any hurt or pain or loss! 

2. Be Generous in Judging        
(Read verse 38) I must confess, I’ve misquoted this verse a few times, in fact as recent as 3 weeks ago when I was talking about giving. When I really took time and studied this whole passage, I realized that this verse has nothing to do with giving money. I know, you might have heard many preachers and ministries has used this scripture to encourage people to make donations. I must emphasis the fact that as Christians who depend on God for their blessings, your financial blessing is clearly proportionate to your giving to the work of God’s kingdom in this world. There are many scriptures in the Bible to support this such as 2 Cor. 9:6-8 (read). 

However, in Luke 6:38 Jesus is not talking about financial giving.  The Lord is talking about our attitude toward others and how we should or should not judge them. Christ is saying that in our judging, we must be generous. We must be over-merciful, over-forgiving, forbearing, longsuffering, and patient. Verse 38 teaches that in the way we give out judgment upon others, we will receive the same judgment back. ‘For the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’ To clarify this point, let us look at the parallel passage in Mt. 7:1 (read). Mathew has skipped the comparison that Luke had made of the level of return favor to a bushel of grain being pressed down, shaken together and running over! That is how generous God will be in his judging and in his forgiveness to us when we are generous!
Judge ourselves First

1. Blind guides
Read v. 39. In 2 Cor. 4:4 we read that ‘the god of this world has blinded the eyes of the unbelievers so that they might not see the light of the Gospel and believe’. Regardless of how intelligent and articulate a person is, without receiving the light of the Gospel, even with all the great character and good qualities, that person is still blind. If we have not received this light, you’re a blind guide to your family, your children and to your friends.  Even when you’ve received the sight, there are blind spots in our lives. That is the reason why a Christian should have every day eye exam, a self-examination before God to see if there are any blind spot in our eye – if there is, ask the Lord to heal it all over again! Otherwise, the enemy could attack us from the blind spot and we’ll face the consequences just as a blind guide, destroying our lives and the others whom we are leading!
2. Who is your teacher?

Read v. 40. We must use right judgement as far as who speaks into our lives. Is it God, His Word or the teachers of this world, or the television, celebrities, sports stars or other famous people? Even spiritual leaders who are not uplifting Christ, but themselves and their ideologies and agenda’s should not be your teacher! Because, ‘everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher! Our goal should be to be like Jesus; so, his voice and his guidance is that we need and should be training us.  
3. Take off the plank from your eye first

Read v. 41-42. We often judge others and try to change their lives; but seldom give enough attention to change our life and make it right. When you hear a sermon that sounds like the preacher is talking about certain issues that another brother or sister in the church is dealing with you neglect the fact that God is speaking to you! We fail to look into our lives; but hasty to see other people’s problems! 
Conclusion

As Christians we must not hesitate to judge; but it must be correctly and mercifully! We also must keep in mind that before we step out to judge others, we must judge ourselves! We see only outwardly, God only sees what is going on inside and what is the intension of a person’s heart.  I’ve read an incident from John Wesley’s life. He wrote, he had very little respect for this particular man in the church. He considered this man miserly and covetous; because he would not give much for anything. Once Wesley openly criticized him.
After the incident, the man went to Wesley privately and told him he had been living on parsnips and water for several weeks. He explained that before his conversion, he had run up many bills. Now, by skimming on everything and buying nothing for himself he was paying off his creditors one by one. "Christ has made me an honest man," he said, "and so with all these debts to pay, I can give only a few offerings above my tithe. I must settle up with my worldly neighbors and show them what the grace of God can do in the heart of a man who was once dishonest." Wesley said, he felt really ashamed and then apologized to the man and asked his forgiveness. Judge correctly and mercifully!
____________

