PVIC - Sunday Service  – 01/07/2018
Exposition on Luke – 5:1-11
Becoming the Fishers of Men
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“Then Jesus said to unto them, ‘follow me, I’ll make you fishers of men.” Mt. 4:19
Introduction
Last Sunday, we came together to worship God on the last day of the year 2017. Today, this is the first Sunday of the new year, 2018.  As we continue the series on the Gospel of Luke in this new year, let’s look at chapter 5: verses 1 – 11. (Read Lk. 5:1-11. Prayer.)
Kingdom of God 
The whole mission of Jesus in this world was to build a new world, replacing the corrupt and the sinful world! This world has been described as under Satan, the god of this world! In 2 Cor. 4:4 we read, “the god of this world has blinded the eyes of the unbelievers…” How did this happen? God created a beautiful world and gave to us – Adam to be in charge! We know what happened? Through sin, we handed this world over to Satan!  However, God in his unconditional love and mercy, decided to give us a second chance through creating a new sinless world – a Kingdom of God. We can see God’s promises of this throughout the Old Testament, especially in the books of prophecies (Is.32:1; Da.2:44). Two thousand years ago, these prophecies came to fulfillment, when God sent his son, Jesus to this world to inaugurate - initiate this kingdom! In Mt. 4:17, we see Jesus’ first sermon, “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near.” Any one who repents of their sin and believes in Jesus and accept the redemption through his death on the Cross enters into the Kingdom of God! I praise God for so many thousands – millions across the world who have already entered the Kingdom of God! I also praise God that you and I are part of this kingdom!
As we continue to study the Gospel of Luke, you’ll hear Jesus himself explaining the kingdom of God through many parables – because it is unique! His teachings were unique, because, he was teaching the principles of his kingdom! The character he was demonstrating in his own life and teaching others to follow was also unique – and that is the character of this kingdom! Even when he was healing the sick, raising the dead, feeding the hungry, and walking on the water, he was simply demonstrating the power of this kingdom! The Kingdom of God that Jesus inaugurated on the Cross is eternal, because the King is eternal; it is sinless, incorruptible and powerful, because the King of this Kingdom is sinless, incorruptible and powerful!

Discipleship
While the initiating the ‘Kingdom of God’ was the mission and the purpose of Jesus’ coming into the world, do you know, what was his method to build this Kingdom? ‘Discipleship’! It was through discipleship he chose to build his Kingdom! Most of you have attended our discipleship classes we’ve every Sunday for a period of 10 weeks.  As we continue to study the gospel of Luke, you will see how Jesus builds his kingdom through discipleship, and training his disciples to do the same.  As a disciple of Jesus, I rather follow the method of Jesus, although it may take a little time to build, than any other methods out there!
Luke chapter 5 begins with a discipleship process. There are lessons we can learn from this passage:

1. The disciples have a hunger for the Word of God (1-3)

We see a very thirsty crowd of people who wanted to hear Jesus teaching the Word of God. Among them was a small group of fishermen, as they were washing their nets as they were working all night trying to catch fish, but ended with a disappointing result! Jesus got into one of those boats, that belonged to Simon. He not only got in it without Peter’s permission, he is asking him to move the boat from the shore into the sea, so he could have a better position with his audience! Although he was physically tired emotionally frustrated, he had a place in his heart for the Word of God – matter of fact, a hunger for the Word of God! Do you have such a hunger? How about when you are little tired, or busy with a few other things in life? Peter would soon find out that it was good that he took time for the Word of God – it would change his life forever!
2. Disciples obey Jesus even when it does not make sense (4-7)

There are many reasons why Simon could question this instruction: 1) Jesus is not a fisherman; but a carpenter and a travelling rabbi, Peter on the other hand, an expert fisherman! 2) It was the morning going into the noon of the day – a bright, sunny day on the sea of Galilee! Everybody knows, day is not the best time to fish – when it is night that is when fish comes out, not when there is light and heat on the water. During the day they would want to hide from their predators and also stay cool under hiding places; 3) Peter had just washed the net; if he puts the net in the water, he will have to wash it again before he could try again the next evening! It is frustrating – more work; and he knew it was not going to work! But look at Peter’s response to Jesus instruction: v.5. (read) That is faith! That is the requirement of a true disciple. What the Word of God demands you to do might not make any sense to you, such as personal witnessing; giving up certain habits, or relationships; or simply obeying the word of giving your tithes! In cases like that we chose to disobey, making up arguments and justifications - but the truth is you’re disobeying! Peter, did not make any arguments or justifications he could have made! See the result, when he obeyed: (6-7)

3. Disciples admit their sinfulness (8-9)

Simon’s reaction was quite unusual. Normally, anyone would be so excited, and celebrating for this record breaking fishing expedition! What happened? Simon Peter realized that he was in the presence of the Almighty God! He was stricken with conviction of his failures – his sinfulness, his failure to do what should he have been doing all along; and the things he has been doing which he shouldn’t have! He knew he was putting a good cover before people, but not before God – he sees your secrets, your heart! More than any other sins, (it is possible that comparing with the other Gospels) this was not the first time he encountered Jesus! He was called to follow Jesus before. But, thinking about all his obligations, other dreams in life he turned his back on Jesus’ call! When we are convicted of our sins, and shortfalls by the presence of God is a quality that is so essential to have in the life of a disciple.  
4. Disciples are called to build the Kingdom of God (10)

When Peter received the greatest catch of the day in his life, if he was so focused on earthly benefits from God, he would have made this whole set up of getting Jesus in his boat and have him preach from his boat and to have a great catch at the end, a strategy for blessings from God! He would have even written books on that! However, what Peter realized is this: I’ve been called by the creator of the universe – initiator of the new Kingdom! What Jesus showed him was, anything in this natural world is within his power to provide – but seeking his Kingdom initiates a brand new life – life of miracles! He was so open to hear the counsel of God, rather than devising his own plan to make his earthly life better! Jesus said to him, “from now on, you will catch men.” In other words, now on you’ll work on building the Kingdom of God! He knew he was called to build the kingdom of God, and not for building on this corrupt world! 
5. Disciples are made, while following Jesus (11)

I want to close with a final observation. Becoming a disciple is not something you have to learn from the schools or seminaries. It is something that happens when you sincerely follow Jesus. He knew that he was caught by Jesus! Peter knew for sure, he has been caught by the love and the power of Jesus’ calling to build his kingdom! If he had any fear in his heart, Jesus tells him, ‘don’t be afraid – now on you’ll catch men. Jesus did not ask him to ‘go and catch men.’ Instead, he said, ‘you will catch men!’ We read in Mt. 4:9, ‘follow me; ‘I’ll make you fishers of men.’ When we truly follow Jesus, we’ll have no choice, but to become a disciple of Jesus, and make disciples or Jesus! 
Conclusion 

Brothers and sisters, that is the purpose of our call – to build the kingdom of God through discipleship! This is not our world! We should not waste our time and life to build on this world more than we barely needed to! Let our focus and passion be on building the Kingdom of God through witnessing to others about your life in the Kingdom and even building one person at a time!
______________
