PVIC - Sunday Service – 12/03/2017
Exposition on Luke – 4:1-13
The Bread that comes from God
“Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every Word that comes from the mouth of God.” Mt. 4:4
Introduction
As we continue the series on the Gospel of Luke let’s look at chapter 4: verses 1 – 13. (Read Lk. 4:1-13. Prayer.) Last week we heard from Pastor Billy about the baptism of Jesus. It was not an ordinary baptism – (read 3:21-23) Immediately after such a high spiritual experience, he was lead by the Spirit into a wilderness experience.  The Bible says, he was led by the Spirit into wilderness - The wilderness was part of Judea about 35 miles long by 15 miles wide. It was called Jeshimmon, which means “The Devastation.” The hills are like dust heaps; filled with limestone, looked blistered and peeling; and the rocks were bare and sharp. It was in this terrible devastation that Jesus was tempted for 40 days without food and water.  Why did the Spirit lead him there? Shouldn’t he have been lead straight to the Temple; or, to the city of Jerusalem to tell them the Good news that he came to tell them! The answer is, I think, it was in this experience he would be trained to depend wholly on God; build his trust in God; build his humility to deal with all the challenges that laid ahead of him. Moses, before he would begin to lead the people of Israel had to go through 40 years of the wilderness experience in and around Mount Horeb! The people of Israel, after being called out of Egypt through powerful miracles had to go through a wilderness experience before they would enter the Promised land! Saint Paul, after his most powerful encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, had to go through a long 17 years of such a wilderness experience of loneliness, rejection and persecution in the wilderness of Arabia, Damascus and Tarsus before he would become the most influential Apostle in the history of Christianity!  Let me ask you, Did you ever had a wilderness experience? Some times it is immediately after turning your life over to God – sometimes it is later on! How did you, or how are you handling it?  I can tell you, it was between 2010 and 2013 – three most difficult wilderness experience in my life! I know, some of you have been going through it – I want to tell you, do not despise that experience, although it is hard – you’re not alone! It is almost like a pre-requisite for your successful Christian life and ministry - how you would come out is depending on how you would handle that experience!
Temptations of Jesus


In the passage we read this morning - Luke 4:1-13 we see that Jesus was tempted in three ways: verse 3; 5-7; 9-11, which are similar to the ways the Israelites were tempted in the wilderness, and similar to the way Adam and Eve were tempted in the garden of Eden, and which are similar to the way all of us are tempted today.  The Holy Spirit has given us a clear warning about these three temptations 1 John 2:16: “For all that is in the world – lust of the flesh; lust of the eye; and pride of life is not from the Father, but from the world.” Satan’s only three temptations are the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. No matter what temptation you are dealing with, it falls into one of these three categories. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. And only one tactic, which is creating doubts in your heart – that’s how he gets us! 

1. Lust of the Flesh : Read Lk 4:2-3. What is wrong with this picture? He is hungry, he is the Son of God and he has the power to do what he needs to do to provide for his needs! The problem is, if he does that one, he would be relying on himself rather than on God. The purpose of his wilderness experience is to train him to depend on God. Two, he would be using his power to selfishly meet his desires – that’s lust of the flesh! 
Now, don’t misunderstand, there’s nothing wrong with having our needs met. There’s nothing wrong with eating when we’re hungry. There’s nothing wrong with resting when we’re tired. There’s nothing wrong with working hard to provide for ourselves and our family. But there is something wrong when we take the gifts God has given us, and use them to meet our own personal desires. Jesus had the ability to make bread from stones. He could have done that if He wanted. But that would not be a proper use of His ability. That power, that ability was for the purpose of serving others, not for serving himself.  That is what Satan wanted Jesus and his followers to do! This is a temptation many Christian preachers and teachers fall into – the spiritual gifts God has given are used to make themselves rich, popular, and get glory for themselves. If you know what your spiritual gifts are, make sure you are not using them to fulfill your own personal desires. Make sure you are using them as God intended: 1) to bring someone into the kingdom; 2) edify and build someone’s faith in Christ.
Lk. 4:4 – Read. Jesus’ answer is that the Spiritual is more important than the physical. Jesus is quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3,(read 8:2-5) in which Moses reminds the Israelites of the manna which God had given them in the desert where there were no other means of provision – they were totally dependent on God; and he proved himself to be faithful! I do not know how many of you’ve thought about God’s plan of bringing out a massive number of people – more than 200,000 men alone – probably altogether half a million people without any plans for their food or accommodation into a desert journey that took more than 40 years! To me it is so amazing how He sets up his people to a position where they’ve no other choice but totally dependent on him – they’ll have no option but give him glory for the way he would provide for them, dropping manna from heaven every morning for a long period of time.  Simply, it was to teach them, ‘man does not live by the provisions of this world alone! By quoting this historical background to Satan Jesus not only made the Devil speechless; but gave us the Godly perspective of how should we depend on God daily, rather than the world, or ourselves!  

In the Gospel of John 6:47-51, Jesus made it clear that the Manna God provided for the People of Israel was only temporal and it was only a shadow of the real bread that would come from heaven. It is eating from the real bread – Christ himself that would give life to those who would accept him!  Holy Communion is a reminder of that experience in our lives!
Conclusion
What is the answer for the temptations of the devil? Study the Word of God and memorize it, and like a sword you can draw it and strike him just the Lord did! Ps. 119:11. He will flee!
