PVIC - Sunday Service – 11/12/2017
Exposition on Luke – 3:1-20
Repentance with Fruit!
“He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Luke 3:3

Introduction
As we continue our study from Gospel of Luke, I would like to ask you to turn your Bibles to Luke Chapter 3. We’ll be discussing the first 20 verses of this chapter this morning. Last Sunday we discussed the truth that Jesus went into public ministry only at the age of 30, he was always in His Father’s business even when he was growing up under the care of his earthly parents, learning from the teachers and even when he was supporting his family working as a carpenter! We also looked at how he brought us into the family of God and why and how we could also be in the business of our heavenly Father if we are mindful of our identity and faithful in our position! In chapter 3, Luke gives us a clear picture of the political, religious and moral condition of the people of Israel; and the call of John the Baptist and the focus of his ministry. 
Relevance and boldness of John and his ministry
Read: 3:1-6. Verse 1 gives us the political condition of the people – they were ruled by the Romans; and the names of these leaders are synonymous with corruption, wickedness and evil. Verse 2 tells us who the religious – spiritual leaders of that time – Annas and Caiaphas, the most hypocritical and corrupt leaders of Israel! Even the worst of their leaders have only killed the prophets and priests of God, but these leaders were so blind and wicked that they dared to crucify the Son of God! Annas is noted in history as a viper who hissed and whispered in the ears of judges and politicians to influence their decision for their personal benefit and continuance in power.  Naturally, when the leaders are corrupt and evil, the nation will follow their lead. So, you can imagine the political, religious and moral environment of the time! This was the context when John was being prepared by the Holy Spirit in the wilderness! The Bible says, ‘the Word of the Lord came to John, the son Zechariah in the desert!’ Although John was separated from the last of the prophet Malachi by 400 years, and he is in the beginning of the New Testament, the way of his calling, the substance of his message, his life style and the style of his preaching puts him along with those Old Testament prophets.  Yet, he was the one who opens the curtain of the New Testament! Once again, I’m so amazed by the continuity of God’s work in human history without the disruption of time even when there was a gap of 400 years, by putting John in the middle to bridge the gap! 

Quoting Isiah 40 in verses 4-6 Luke is telling us that John’s life and ministry was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isiah. (Read) In the ancient times, when a king is about to visit one of his towns, a messenger will be sent ahead to the town to warn the people of the coming of the king and ask them to clean up their lives and their city.  The herald will announce in loud voice, “Clean up your city, sweep up your streets, get rid of your garbage, round up the criminals to make the city safe, fix the roads, make them smooth and straight, make sure the town is gleaming and fit for a king to ride through!” If the town is prepared when the king arrives, it would be considered an insult to the majesty of the king and the leaders and the responsible individuals would have to pay a hefty price and appropriate punishment! This is what was prophesied by Isiah 700 years before the arrival of the King of kings, Jesus born in the tribe of Judah and the lineage of the great King David! John the herald made this announcement to the nation which was corrupt and totally unprepared to receive this King – “Prepare the way for the Lord…” When Israel does that right, that’s when all mankind would see the salvation of the Lord.” Apparently, they were not prepared and they were standing in the way of Lord’s plan of salvation for the world, instead of being the facilitator! Just think about us – where do we stand in our calling – are we preparing the way for the Lord to work in the lives of the people in our generation? 
What is Repentance?

In verse 3 we read, “He went into all the country around Jordan….” This could be a bit confusing.  What is forgiveness? What is repentance? Do we need to be baptized to be forgiven? Isn’t the baptism we see in N.T. following repentance?
Forgiveness - The Greek word used for forgiveness is, ‘aphesis.’  It carries a much deeper meaning than the word forgiveness we understand as one person offends the other and then goes back to that person and asking for forgiveness.  Aphesis means release – in the sense of a captive being freed – cleaning out the dirty closets in the back of our mind; smoothing out the rough places in our life. You see, sin has a tendency to wrap around us like a chain or a heavy rope, and we become in bondage to sin. Aphesis is when that chain is broken. Aphesis is when we do not have to smoke that cigarette again, when we do not have to drink that alcohol, when we do not have to look at those sinful images on the internet or television, aphesis is when we do not have to subdue ourselves to the lust of our flesh! Aphesis is not just forgiveness of our past sins, but complete victory over that sin and freedom from that sin. John the apostle of Jesus Christ explains that in his letter 1 Jn. 1:9, “If we confess our sins, …..”Many Christians are struggling with the same sin even after they’ve received the forgiveness from God through Christ!  Why? The answer is what John stated here – Repent for the forgiveness (Aphesis) – for the victory! 


Repentance - The Greek word for repentance is, ‘metanoia’ complete turning around – 180 degree! This you’ve to do it – no one can do it for you – not even God can do it for you! It is not 60 degree first, then another 10 degree and in such a progression – it is going cold turkey! All out war against sin!  It is a repentance toward God - who is able to give you more joy, more fulfillment than anything else! Sometimes people turn around, but not toward God – what happens is, you will be free from one addiction or sinful behavior but end up in another one. Many of you are familiar with the AA program. The co-founder, Bill Wilson in the process of breaking free from alcoholism, using his famous 12 step Program, he became free from alcoholism, but became an incessant womanizer and a chain smoker! We can see this in many cases.  Even those who have been free from addiction, still carry the addictive behavior! The truth is, you cannot break-free from the power of the devil with any smart or creative program of yours, whether it is Alcoholic Anonymous, Narcotic Anonymous, Codependents Anonymous, Overeaters Anonymous, Sexaholic Anonymous or anything else! The only way of breaking free is turning completely around from the point of your position and turn completely toward God, who is stronger! When you turn around completely, make sure that you do not carry anything that belongs to the devil with you; and make sure, it is not a partial turn around, or turn around just in your mind – it must be a clear, decisive and drastic step and turned 100% toward God.  Fill all the space that was vacated by the devil the old habits by spiritual habits – daily reading of the Scripture, attend all the spiritual gatherings as possible, turn off those radio and television stations you used to listen to, and turn on the Christian stations; give up those old friends you used to hang around and make some good Christian friends; stay away from any person, places or objects that has anything to do with your old life style; keep preaching to yourself – “I’m a new person in Christ, the old I do not live any longer, but Christ lives in me”; keep reading the scripture and put in some scripture inside my heart! The Psalmist says, “I’ve hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you” (Ps. 119:11)


Baptism – There are seven different baptisms in the Bible. As Christians, following the death and resurrection of Christ, we receive only three of those baptisms. One is, the baptism of the Spirit, which happens when you accept Jesus Christ as the Savior – the Spirit of God take your spirit and joins you with Christ; the second baptism is the water baptism which stands as a symbolic expression of your baptism in the spirit, as the sign of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. Third, baptism in the Spirit that we find in Acts chapter 2 and in several instances in the N.T. and even today, when the believers are filled with the Holy Spirit! Baptism of repentance John was preaching and the people were receiving was a Jewish experience called ‘mikveh’ showing that they were turning their back on the corrupt political and religious systems of the day, and turning to genuine, heart-felt obedience to God. It was clearly ‘preparing the way for the Lord and making straight path for him in their hearts…”   
What is the Fruit of Repentance? 

It is interesting how John addresses the crowds who are coming out to be baptized by him – verses 7 and 8 (you brood of vipers …”) Why? Because John knew that many of them were doing it to show people that they were religious and belong to God. Knowing their hearts, he was reminding them to produce fruit of repentance. True repentance will produce fruit. This has been the problem of the people of Israel throughout the history. They believed that they’re Abraham’s sons and God is not going to destroy them because God has to continue his plan of salvation through them.  But they didn’t know God can continue his plan – generate sons out of stones, out of the wild olive as Paul described of what really happened later in Romans chapter 11. God took you and I as his children to continue his plan in the world. However, “if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.” Rom. 11:21. The message is clearly ‘produce fruit, or else!’  Read verse 9.  In verses 10 – 14 he answers their questions giving them advise as to how to handle one of the biggest problems of that corrupt society – greed – the solution is to give! I believe, one of the many reasons why God instituted tithe in the life of his people is to remove greed from their hearts and to teach them to trust God with their money.  


Conclusion
Have we prepared the way for the Lord in our lives? Have you truly repentant – turned around toward God to receive the true forgiveness that not only removes the punishment for the past offenses, but frees us – releases us from the bondage of sin? Finally, are you producing fruits that match with your repentance?  God wants you to be a bold, unapologetic witness for Jesus Christ – be a voice for him in your generation! 
___________
