PVIC - Sunday Service – 10/15/2017
Exposition on Luke – 1:57-80
Faith leads to Obedience; from there to Praising God!
“Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God.” Luke 1:64
Introduction
As we continue our sermon series on the “Exposition of the Gospel of Luke,” I want to focus on chapter 1: 57 – 80 this morning.  It is the birth of John the Baptist and the reaction of his father, Zachariah! Last week we heard from Pastor Billy as he was presenting the meeting of Elizabeth the mother of John with Mary the mother of Jesus! As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, there was a true moment of worship – the baby inside of Elizabeth leaped in her womb, and she was filled with the Holy Spirit. Next few minutes, Elizabeth pours her heart out in worship! The last statement she makes in verse 45 stuck with me this whole week: “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.” First of all, who told her that the Lord had spoken to Mary and Mary believed it? There was no cell phone, nor internet! The answer: Elizabeth was filled with the holy Spirit – it was the Holy Spirit! Secondly, a clear distinction between two recipients of God’s promises is also made known by the Holy Spirit: while Zechariah had a difficult time to believe, Mary believed it! I believe, more than any other qualifications of Mary, what made her blessed was the fact that she believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! I want to remind all of God’s children this morning, more than any other qualifications in your life, what would please God the most is that you would believe him, starting with what He has done for you on the Cross, and the wonderful plan He has for you for the rest of your life! How many of you would say, ‘Lord, I’ll believe everything you’ve told me in this Scriptures?’ 
Versus 57 – 61: (Read)

Having children is truly a joyful thing and a matter of celebration! I read a sign somewhere, with the picture of a new born baby and a question below it, ‘do we need greater proof that there is a God?’ Birth of millions of babies across the world every year – (136m) with the same faculties and functionalities and features; and yet, each of them are unique in his or her appearance and behavior is one of the thousands of proofs that there is an intelligent creator - God! The birth of every child is a miracle! In this case, Elizabeth and Zachariah had exceeded the age and their physical bodies were incapable of having children. Therefore, it was an extra miracle and those who came to know in their neighborhood realized that it was the hand of God! God had taken away Elizabeth’s barrenness and given her a child – answering her years of prayer! Sometimes it will take a little time – but he knows when we are ready to abide with his plan!


When the boy was 8 days old, they came to circumcise the boy. Circumcision was instituted as a sign of covenant with God! We see God giving instruction in Gen. 17. Jewish people have been following this as a strict religious requirement. That was the time they would give the child the name as well. Traditionally it would be either father’s or any closest relative’s name. (Explain 59-61)        
Versus: 62-64 (Read)


 Zechariah was unable to speak since his meeting with the angel in the temple 9 months ago. The reason: he did not believe what God said would happen in his life; where Mary was blessed, because she believed! The people gathered in his house wanted to know what the father would want to name his son. They made signs to him, indicating that he was not able to hear either! (Explain what happened) 

It is a fact that he failed to believe God’s word. However, I believe, the last 9 months were the time of confession, prayer, restoration, and strengthening of his faith. How do we know? When they asked him, he wrote, the name God gave him – John. He could have been angry with God for insulting him, humiliating him and he could have said, ‘I’m going to do what I want to do as far as naming my son. Besides, giving him a name outside the family is another humiliation!’ But the fact that he obeyed God shows us that his faith was strengthened! One cannot obey God, if he or she does not truly believe God! Abraham was asked to leave his home, and go to a place that God would show him – he obeyed. Why? Because he believed God! Zechariah was given an instruction to give his son a name that was not even heard of – he obeyed God, because he believed God! Look at verse 64: “Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God.” As soon as he was able to speak, he was not complaining about what he could not do during the last 9 months – but he praised God! 

  If we truly believe, we will obey God! Many of our disobedience shows the lack of our faith! When we obey, God will open what was closed in our lives; he will loosen what as bound! When God opened his mouth, he began to praise God! What made Mary a blessed woman was that she believed what God said he would do in her life! If we believe God, he will loosen what all things that are bound in our lives including our own tongue that should utter his praise! 
Versus 67–75: (Read)

 I want to invite your attention to a very important point in the praise of Zechariah – when he obeyed God, he moves him into a position of praise! Normally we have seen people praising God and worshipping him, when God answers their prayer and when he rewards him. In this praise, yes, God has blessed him with a son! However, his praise was out of the joy of being obedient to God! We can praise God even when we are surrounded by darkness, hopelessness and do not see a great deal of reasons around us to praise him, if we simply become obedient in our life – that is the best praise that God honors! When Zechariah was still dump and deaf, he obeyed God by giving his son the name God asked him to give. When he obeyed, not only God opened his ears and mouth, but he was filled with the holy Spirit and started to praise God!


It is noticeable that he was not thanking God for the son he received in his old age; he was in fact praising God for the Messiah he was sending for his people.  V.68-69 – He has come…raised up a horn of salvation for us..”  Zechariah reveals the fact that the salvation they have been waiting for a long time – ever since the time of Adam has come to redeem – to take back what was lost or captured! It is not an ordinary task that just anyone could accomplish… it requires someone who is stronger than the captor and the one who has come as ‘a horn of salvation, showing power and strength!  
This verse 70 reminds me of what I read somewhere, “About Christmas time, a family was expecting their oldest son to come home from college. He was arriving on the midnight plane. All the younger children were excited, and wanted to stay up until his arrival. They begged their father to let them stay up. But he replied, “No, it will be too long for you to wait; you must go to rest; you will see John in the morning.”  Many ancient prophets spoke about the Messiah – their eldest brother Jesus. They longed to see him come, but their father in heaven caused them to enter the cold bed of the grave before His arrival. They will all see him when they wake up one fine morning as promised by the Father.” Jesus said in Luke 10:24, “many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see; but they did not see. And to hear what you heard, but did not hear.” Consider how blessed we who were born and lived after Jesus that we are able to interact with him!
 (Verses 71-75: explain – they were waiting for a physical salvation and redemption; God would definitely give his people the physical freedom, however, they needed to have the spiritual freedom first. When Jesus said to them in Jn. 8:32 “If you hold on to my teachings, you are really my disciples, then you’ll know the truth and the truth will set you free,” their answer was “We’re Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves to anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free? The answer Jesus gives them is very direct and clear: “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”) The salvation that Jesus would come to give was not a political freedom but a spiritual freedom! I’ve heard the testimonies of some Christians who accepted the salvation while they were in prison. They all said, ‘when we found Christ, we received our freedom, even though we were still in a physical prison, we were set free inside.’ I can tell you, there are so many who are outside the prison, but still imprisoned!  The good news is, the savior has come to ‘rescue us from the hand of the enemy ….
 Verse 76-80: (Read)
 Only in the second part of his praise – song, Zechariah addresses his son: “And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High…” Zechariah is speaking about the coming of a new prophet which was unheard of for the last 400 years since the last prophet – Malachi. Theologians call this period, ‘Intertestamental period’ between Old Testament where it ended with prophet Malachi, and the New Testament that started with Jesus! John the Baptist was a powerful prophetic voice that broke the silence of the prophetic voice for a long period in the history of Israel. His coming was also foretold by the last prophet of the O.T. Malachi 3:1. Even Jesus testified about John in chapter 7:28, “I’ll tell you among those born of women, there is none greater than John the Baptist! What an honor to be a forerunner of Jesus, introducing him to the world at the end of a long chain of prophets. Vs. 80  
 Conclusion

Zechariah stands as a true inspiration for all of us. Although he knew the truth, when his faith was challenged, he failed! However, when he realized his mistake and restored his relationship with God and demonstrates his faith by total obedience to God even sacrificing his family traditions or the acceptance by his friends and family! When he took such a giant step in obeying God, his mouth was opened and tongue was loosened and he was filled with the Holy Spirit and began to praise God!

Regardless of our rebellion, unbelief and disobedience in the past, if you would take a step this morning asking God to forgive your past and ask for a restoration, he is just and faithful to forgive all your sins and cleanse you from all unrighteousness! He will even fill you with his Holy Spirit! Can we confess our sins this morning!

___________ 
