PVIC - Sunday Service – 10/01/2017
Exposition of Luke – 1:26-38
May your Will be done in my life!
“I’m the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to be as you have said.” Then the angel left her.” Luke 1:38
Introduction
As we continue our new series on the “Exposition of the Gospel of Luke,” I want to focus on chapter 1: 26 – 38 this morning.  It is the visitation of angel, Gabriel! This time he is visiting Mary, the mother of Jesus! Last Sunday, we heard from Minister Maurice how Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist reacted to the visitation of the same angel, Gabriel! Same angel, almost same message but two entirely different reactions! I believe, God has visited every one of us – matter of fact, every man and woman in this world! It is how we respond to his visitation that determines the outcome!  
Versus 26 – 28: (Read)

Gabriel’s first visit was in the Holy Temple in the most revered city, the city of Jerusalem – even that is inside the Holy Place, close to the altar of incense! This time he is visiting one of the poorest towns, Nazareth! No one of any importance ever lived there! This tells us, God does not limit his visitation to Temples, churches or synagogues! He visits where people are even in an obscure town like Nazareth! It was Zechariah, a priest he visited last time – who was respected, noted and people took him serious; this time, it is quite an unknown young girl, probably about 13 years old. She was betrothed to a man, named Joseph from the family of David! Bible also tells us that she was a virgin! Bible does not mention any other virtue she had possessed. As far as her only qualification to the great assignment she was about to receive – she was a virgin! She was not sinless! Bible does not say, she was sinless – in fact, what Bible says is, “for we all have sinned and short of the glory of God! Look at the greeting – “Greetings, you who are highly favored!” If she was qualified by her own virtues or merits as a holy person, Mary wouldn’t need God’s favor! Gabriel’s greeting would be different – ‘Greetings, you who are holy, and the most deserving!’   
Versus 28 – 33: (Read)


Again, other than the statement that ‘Mary has found favor with God, the message is all about the Son who was going to be born in her! The reason why I say this is not to degrade or take any credit away from Mary, but to let you know that Mary was a wonderful young woman – a vessel whom God chose to have his Son to be born for the salvation of all humanity including Mary! Unfortunately, in certain circles of Christianity, especially Catholic Church has elevated Mary to the same level as God, and even higher than God in some of their prayers! In their Common Prayer, they pray to Mary, and praises her that Jesus her Son is blessed, because he is the fruit of her womb! But the truth is, just the opposite – Mary was blessed because Jesus born in her! One day, marveled by the teachings of Jesus, a woman called out in Luke 11:27, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.” Jesus’s answer was, “Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God and obey it.” Unlike the prayer I mentioned earlier, this woman was not giving Mary the credit for Jesus’ Divinity – but just expressing how blessed is Mary for having the privilege to be the mother of Jesus! Still Jesus was careful to avoid any confusion of Mary’s place in his ministry! I recently read another prayer the Catholic pray: 
“Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed mother of the Son of God. Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, star of the sea, help me and show me herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, mother of God, queen of heaven and earth! I humble beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power…”
 Totally unscriptural – no one is immaculate, except God himself! These types of misplaced praises violates everything that God had intended Mary to be! Some believe, Mary remained to be a virgin even after Jesus’ birth! Not true – we read in Luke 8:19, Jesus’ mother and his brothers visiting him! 

In spite of all the unscriptural teachings about Mary’s place, Mary herself was a wonderful young woman, a God fearing, religious, praying young woman! She also knew her Bible – if you read her song she is singing before Elizabeth, we can see her knowledge of the history of Israel, and how God has been dealing with them. 
This is what the angel said to her: (30-33) Name Jesus – Greek form of the Hebrew name, Joshua, means ‘Jehova saves’! The reference is, just as Joshua led the people of Israel into the promise land, Jesus would also lead the people into eternal life, that has been promised! (Also read, Dan. 7:13-14) 

Versus 34 – 37: (Read)

Mary asks the angel, ‘How will this be, since I’m a virgin?  It is a simple question asking for a better understanding.  Zechariah, on the other hand was expressing his doubt, serious mistrust of God – he was asking for a sign! He is a priest and he knows the story of Abraham and Sarah, where God had done a miracle and granted them a son when Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90! No wonder, the angel was upset and shut his mouth to stop him speaking the words of unfaith until God is done doing what he intended to do! Think about how many things God has done that we know, the impossible things – even in our own lives; still we have a hard time to believe it could be done now – in our lives! I’m so glad he has been gracious – otherwise, none of us would be talking anymore!

Mary did not show any doubt! In fact, she showed prefect faith! Faith naturally seeks understanding! Unlike, Zechariah, Mary did not have anything in the history of Israel, or in the history of human kind as a reference point to get the understanding of this idea of ‘having a child born to a woman without the involvement of a man – a virgin birth! Yet, she did not question the possibility – but humbly asking the angel to explain, how! Angel explains the virgin birth: 35. I do not think Mary understood the process fully - It was not easy for Mary to understand, because there was no precedence to such a birth – but she accepted it, because it came from God! This is where, Mary should be given credit for her true faith! Because of that, even without her asking, the angel gives her a sign – v. 36! Gabriel, then concludes his sermon with a powerful statement: ‘There is nothing impossible with God!’ Sometimes people take this statement out of context and sell it – and claim it! The truth is, there is nothing impossible for God if it is within his will! Not everything that we want to have done! Our prayer should be, first of all – ‘Lord, help me understand your will in my life!  
 Verse 38:
 “I’m the Lord’s servant, may it be to me, as you’ve said!” Perfect response! Totally different from Zechariah, ‘how can I be sure of this?’ What would be our response to the promises of God? It is faith that moves God, and not our tears, our frustration, or our helplessness! I also want to point out, Mary said, ‘let your will be done in my life’ she was speaking with the same Spirit, that her son, Jesus spoke 33 and a half years later in the Garden of Gethsemane! In Luke 22:42, as he was experiencing the level of abandonment, rejection, humiliation and pain, he asked for that cup to be removed from him, but he said, ‘yet it is not my will, but your will be done!’ It is the same Holy Spirit that enabled his human person that enabled Mary to accept her cup!   

Many sees only the favor Mary received to bear the Son of the Most High! But Mary knew the cost as well! She is a teenager, just betrothed to a man! Now, she is going to be pregnant out of wedlock! She knew well the consequence of her decision to accept the Will of God – rejection, isolation, abandonment, ridicule and shame! But she took the decision – that is where Mary should be praised! Mary deserves credit for her faith and her submission to God’s Will over her own! 

 Conclusion

Mary allowed the physical birth of Jesus inside of her knowing the fact that she would fully belong to God and she would be denying all her plans and agendas! Would you accept Christ into your life knowing the cost, and consequences? Are you willing to submit to God’s will over your will as Mary did?
___________ 
