PVIC - Sunday Service – 09/17/2017
Exposition of Luke - Introduction
Knowing the Certainty of things!
“... so that you may know the certainty of the things you’ve been taught.” Luke 1:1-4
Introduction
As I shared with you last Sunday, I’m very excited to begin a new Sermon Series this morning: “Exposition of the Gospel of Luke”! Exposition simply means, a comprehensive study, explaining in detail! For the next several weeks, we will be discussing, studying and exposing many valuable truths revealed to us by the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of Luke for our understanding so that our faith will increase, our hope will be strengthened and our lives will be purposeful! In this sermon series, I’ll also be assisted by our Ministers, Youth Pastor Billy, Minister Maurice and Minister Shawn! This morning, I want to begin this series, giving an introduction under the title, “Knowing the Certainty of Things”!

Let’s read the first 4 verses from chapter 1. (Read) 
General Outline

Before I get into the exposition of this introductory passage, let me give you a general outline of the New Testament, especially the Gospel of Luke! The N.T. could be divided into 5 division: 4 Gospels, Acts, 13 Epistles by Paul, 7 general epistles by others, and the book of Revelation – altogether 27 books! The 4 Gospel also has a minor division. The first three – Matthew, Mark and Luke are somewhat similar, so they are grouped together as ‘Synoptic Gospels.’ However, each of the four gospels has its own uniqueness, that is the reason why we have four Gospels, instead of 1. For example, Matthew writes topically – going back and forth between the recordings of Christs words and actions. Mark’s writings are action oriented.  One writes noted, ‘If the Gospels were made into movies, movie made out of the Gospel of Mark will be found in the section of action movies’.  John’s is the only evangelistic Gospel, written to show how to receive eternal life.  Luke writes to provide the reliable, chronological account of the life of Christ. 
Uniqueness of the Gospel of Luke

Luke has a number of distinctive features. He devotes more space to the birth and infancy of Jesus than any other gospel. He alone mentions the incident from Jesus’ youth, when He was left behind at the Temple. Luke clearly has a universal emphasis, showing that the gospel is for every class, race, and nation. For examples: in 2:10 he records the song of the angels to the  shepherds, “good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people.” In 2:32 he records the prophecy of the aged Simeon, “a light of revelation to the Gentiles.”  In 2:32 he records the preaching of John the Baptist that “all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”  He also records on of the problematic statements of Jesus in 4:25-27 that ‘Elijah was sent to a Gentile widow in Sidon and that the Gentile Naaman the leper was cleansed while there were many Israelites who needed such deliverances.  He uses the word “sinners” 16 times, more than Matthew (5), Mark (5), and John (4) combined....Luke is the only synoptic gospel to call Jesus “Savior” in 2:11. He alone uses the word salvation (6 times) and ten times he uses the word for preaching the good news, which is only used once in the other gospels. Luke alone of the three uses the word grace (8 times) and Luke is the only Gospel writer to use the words “redemption” and “redeem.”
Luke’s background 
Luke was not one of Christ’s early apostles, but was a traveling companion to Paul. Luke was a Gentile, not a Jew, probably saved through Paul’s ministry and he was a physician, a doctor. Because of his training as a doctor, he had a great mind for order, detail, and precision. He writes in a very orderly way, and gives more specific details about the life of Christ than Matthew, Mark, or John. Because of Luke’s precision, and desire for accuracy, he wrote a top-notch history of the life of Christ. Historians who are not Christians have studied the way Luke writes, and they agree that he is a skilled and accurate writer.

Who is he writing to?
We read here in verse 3, that Luke was writing to a man named Theophilus. We don’t know who he was exactly, but the title Luke gives him, most excellent Theophilus, hints that he may have been some sort of high ranking public official in the Roman Empire. It also shows us that there were highly educated and people of higher status in the society willing to lose everything even their lives in accepting Christ as their savior in the early part of Christianity. 
Now, let’s look at the introductory Passage – verses 1 thru 4 (read again). 

First, Luke states that he is doing is, giving an account of things that have been fulfilled. It is a narrative of facts about Jesus Christ (Messiah) that were prophesied in the Old Testament and now fulfilled. Christianity is a religion built upon facts. Let us never lose sight of this. It was neither more nor less than the history of Christ. The Gospel is the telling of this true event that took place right in front of their eyes. They went about telling a sin-laden world, that the Son of God (Messiah) had come down to earth, and lived for us, and died for us, and risen again. The Gospel itself is far more simple than many make it now. Let us aim at greater simplicity in our own personal witnessing. 
Second, Luke draws a beautiful picture of the true position of the apostles in the early church. He calls them, "eye-witnesses and servants of the word." There is an instructive humility in this expression. There is a clear absence of that man-exalting tone which has crept into the Church. Luke gives the apostles no flattering titles. He describes them as "eye-witnesses." They told men what they had seen with their own eyes, and heard with their own ears. (1 John 1:1.) He also describes them as "servants of the word." Their assignment was to serve the spiritually starving people with the life giving Word of the Gospel. 
Third, Luke describes his own qualifications for the work of writing a Gospel.  He says that he "had perfect understanding of all things from the very first." In NIV, we read “since I, myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning.” It is true that that he himself was not the eye-witness. However, he met with and spent time with those Apostles who were eye-witnesses as well participants in the life and ministry of Jesus our Lord.  With his personal qualification as a physician and his ability to research the existing documents and compare them with the oral history made his account extremely reliable. It is true he did not neglect any available ordinary means of getting knowledge. However, the greatest reason for the reliability of his writing is the fact that he was guided by the Holy Spirit, just as all other writers of the Bible. The Holy Spirit supplied him with thoughts, arrangement, sentences, and even words. And the result is, that what Luke wrote is not to be read as the "word of man," but the "word of God." (1 Thess. 2:13.) In his writing as he was "moved by the Holy Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21.) 
Finally, Luke informs us of his main object he had in view in writing his Gospel. It was that Theophilus and whoever reads his writing "might know the certainty of those things wherein he had been instructed." It is a fact that anyone of those believers who came to Christ, except those who were eye-witnesses came because of oral tradition – what they heard from those who witnessed to them in a personal witnessing or from a gathering of believers! Theophilus also was part of such believers.  Therefore, Luke wanted to make sure, their knowledge through what they heard and believed must be assured (made certain) through such a written account of the Word of God!  Luke did not wish his friend to remain in doubt on any matter of his faith. He tells him that he wants him to "know the certainty of those things wherein he had been instructed. That is exactly what the Holy Spirit wants for us as well.
Conclusion: Let us close the passage with a heartfelt thanks and praise to our God for giving us the written Word, the Bible. Let us thank God daily that we are not left dependent on man's traditions, or for the potential mistakes and misinterpretations of the future followers of Christ!  Thank God, we have a written volume, which is "able to make us wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus." (2 Tim. 3:15.)  Amen!
____________ 
