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Attributes of God – Conclusion (Outline)
God’s Desire and Delight is in that we know Him
Dr. V. A. Thomas, Pastor
“This is what the Lord Says: ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boat of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I’m the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight.” Jer. 9:23-24
Introduction
Last three months we’ve been studying a very important subject in the Scripture, “The attributes of God.” I want to let you know that, this morning, we’re going to conclude the study on the attributes of God, although it is an inexhaustible subject.  We’ve discussed altogether 20 attributes, although there are many more; and each of them are much more extensive than we chose to share with you. 

It is God’s Desire that we know Him 

This morning I want to start with what God himself spoke through Prophet Jeremiah - Jer. 9:23-24. God does not condone our boasting in anything at all.  Only boasting he condones, matter of fact he allows, is the boasting about our knowledge of Him – and his attributes; just three of them are mentioned here, ‘kindness, justice and righteousness!’ Matter of fact, he says, ‘in these, I delight.’ 
It is not an intellectual knowledge about God - even from what have been revealed in the pages of the Scripture, but an intimate personal knowledge of God! It is the kind of knowledge that Paul has expressed in Phil. 3:10. Paul wanted to know him so intimately that he would join with him in everything that Jesus had gone through to become like him and eventually to join with him in the after-life, in eternity! Jesus prayed in John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life; that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you’ve sent.” What is eternal life? Eternal life is ‘knowing God and his beloved Son’! 
How does our Knowledge of God help us in our Christian Life?
1. The character of God is the basis of our moral and spiritual standard.  Saint Peter explains that in 1 Pet. 1:14-16. A Christian’s standard of morality and holiness is not what the contemporary culture dictates; or, how the majority of the society live their lives; or, what is convenient for us! Our standard is the standard of our heavenly Father, who declares to be holy and demands the same from his children. 
2. The knowledge of the true nature of God is the basis of our faith, hope and confident life in this world. Read Heb. 10:23. A Christian’s life in this world could be extremely difficult and troublesome at times.  While we go through difficult times, if we do not have a concrete understanding of our God – how faithful he is, how trustworthy he is for all the promises he has given in the scriptures, it will be extremely challenging! 
3. The true knowledge of God invokes spontaneous worship. In the book of Isaiah chapter 6 the worship of God by the seraphs that shook the door posts and thresholds of the temple and filled it with smoke was prompted by the true knowledge and understanding of God! They were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4. True knowledge of God enhances our prayer life. Knowing God’s character not only instructs us about what we should pray for—that which is in accord with His character—but it also assures us that God is able and willing to answer our prayers. God himself encourages prayer in Ps. 91:15. 
5. The knowledge of God strengthens our witnessing. Witnessing is not preaching. Witnessing is sharing with others what we have come to know about God and what he has done in our lives. Read 1 Pet. 2:9. Matter of fact, that is the purpose of our call. 
Conclusion  

When Prophet Hosea cried out the concern of God, “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge” he was not talking about any other knowledge; he was talking about the knowledge of God! Coming to know God through Jesus Christ gives us salvation from destruction! Knowing him more closely through studying his attributes enables us to participate in his divine nature and partake in his eternal kingdom! 
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