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Attributes of God Series — Wisdom and Sovereignty A.W Tozer
Wisdom: “Wisdom is the ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve these ends by the most
perfect means.” In other words, God makes no mistakes. He is the Father who truly knows best,
as Paul explains in Romans 11:33: “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge!
How impossible it is for us to understand His decisions and His ways!”

Sovereignty: This is “the attribute by which He rules His entire creation.” It is the application of
His other attributes of being all-knowing and all-powerful. It makes Him absolutely free to do
what He knows to be best. God is in control of everything that happens. Man still has a free will,
and is responsible for his choices in life.

The Wisdom of God

Thou, O Christ, who wert tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin, make us

strong to overcome the desire to be wise and to be reputed wise by others as ignorant as

ourselves. We turn from our wisdom as well as from our folly and flee to Thee, the

wisdom of God and the power of God. Amen.

In this brief study of the divine wisdom we begin with faith in God. Following our usual

pattern, we shall not seek to understand in order that we may believe, but to believe in

order that we may understand. Hence, we shall not seek for proof that God is wise. The

unbelieving mind would not be convinced by any proof and the worshipping heart needs

none.

.’Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever,.” cried Daniel the prophet, .“for wisdom

and might are his:

... he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:

he revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the

light dwelleth with him..” The believing man responds to this, and to the angelic chant,

“Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might,

be unto our God for ever and ever..” It never occurs to such a man that God should
furnish proof of His wisdom or His power. Is it not enough that He is God?

Sovereignty of God -The Foreknowledge of God

Who wouldst not fear Thee, O Lord God of Hosts, most high and most terrible? For Thou art
Lord alone. Thou has made heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth and all things that are
therein, and in Thy hand is the soul of every living thing, Thou sittest king upon the flood; yea,
Thou sittest king forever. Thou art a great king over all the earth. Thou art clothed with strength;
honor and majesty are before Thee. Amen. God’s sovereignty is the attribute by which He rules
His entire creation, and to be sovereign God must be all-knowing, all-powerful, and absolutely



free. The reasons are these :Were there even one datum of knowledge, however small, un-known
to God, His rule would break down at that point. To be Lord over all the creation, He must
possess all knowledge. And were God lacking one infinitesimal modicum of power, that lack
would end His reign and undo His kingdom; that one stray atom of power would belong to
someone else and God would be a limited ruler and hence not sovereign. Furthermore, His
sovereignty requires that He be absolutely free, which means simply that He must be free to do
whatever He wills to do anywhere at any time to carry out His eternal purpose in every single
detail without interference. Were He less than free He must be less than sovereign.

”When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name..” The men

of the Bible everywhere communed with this .“gigantic absolute.” in language as

personal as speech affords, and with Him prophet and saint walked in a rapture of

devotion, warm intimate and deeply satisfying. Sovereignty is but an attribute of a personal God
we Christians believe to be the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and of all who believe on Him to
life eternal. The worshipping man finds this knowledge a source of wonderful strength for his
inner life. His faith rises to take the great leap upward into

the fellowship of Him who can do whatever He wills to do, for whom nothing is hard or
difficult because He possesses power absolute.

Since He has at His command all the power in the universe, the Lord God omnipotent

can do anything as easily as anything else. All His acts are done without effort. He

expends no energy that must be replenished. His self-sufficiency makes it unnecessary

for Him to look outside of Himself for a renewal of strength. All the power required to

do all that He wills to do lies in undiminished fullness in His own infinite being.

“Behold God of Wisdom and Sovereignty

1. What does the word wisdom and Sovereignty mean to you?

2. What do the following verses teach us of God’s wisdom as we examine

them in context? Where is God’s wisdom and Sovereignty evident?

Romans 8:28-30, Job 9-10, 1 Cor 2:6-10, Romans 8:28-30

3. Answer the question, “If God is Sovereign , is there anything God cannot do?”

4. Have you ever considered what would happen if God removed His sustaining
hand from the world today? 2 Kings 6:15-17¢ Ephesians 6:10-18

WHAT DO YOU THINK? - We have all sinned and deserve God's judgment. God, the Father, sent
His only Son to satisfy that judgment for those who believe in Him. Jesus, the creator and eternal
Son of God, who lived a sinless life, loves us so much that He died for our sins, taking the
punishment that we deserve, was buried, and rose from the dead according to the Bible. If you
truly believe and trust this in your heart, receiving Jesus alone as your Savior, declaring, "Jesus is
Lord," you will be saved from judgment and spend eternity with God in heaven.




